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THIS DATE IN HISTORY

1864 A letter was signed by
President Lincoln expressing
condolences to Lydia Bixby,
a widow in Boston whose
five sons supposedly died in
the Civil War. (As it turned
out, two of Mrs. Bixby’s sons
had been killed.)
1969 The Senate voted
down the Supreme Court
nomination of Clement F.
Haynsworth, 55-45, the first
such rejection since 1930.
1973 President Nixon’s
attorney, J. Fred Buzhardt,
revealed the existence of an
18 1/2-minute gap in one of
the White House tape record-
ings related to Watergate.
1980 An estimated 83
million TV viewers tuned in
to the CBS prime-time soap
opera “Dallas” to find out
“who shot J.R.”
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“Salaam, shalom and peace,”
the Rev. Vicky Eastland said,
welcoming a congregation of
150 Muslim, Jewish and Chris-
tian worshippers to yesterday’s
service at the Brookville
Church in Glen Head.

For the fourth straight year,
the church hosted its multifaith
Thanksgiving celebration,
bringing together Protestants
from the Brookville church,
members of the Muslim Re-
form Movement Organization,
the New Synagogue of Long Is-
land and the interfaith commu-
nity — a group of families rais-
ing their children in both Ju-
daism and Christianity.

Sultan Abdulhameed, who
heads the Muslim group, sees
Thanksgiving as an ideal multi-
faith holiday.

“In Islam, there’s an impor-
tant teaching that says to al-
ways be thankful for everything
because everything comes
fromGod,” he said. “Thanksgiv-
ing, a holiday in which commu-
nities across America come to-

gether to give thanks, really cel-
ebrates this idea.”

Prayers and hymns from all
three religions were performed
during the service. A Protes-
tant recited a Christian poem, a
Muslim led the congregation in
prayer and two young Jewish
boys blew the shofar, to symbol-
ize being called out into the
world to be God’s light.

Religious leaders also took
turns giving homilies on the
themes of gratitude and healing.

“We’re coming off of a very
divisive election season, and so
we wanted to share messages
about healing,” Eastland said.
“We have felt from the begin-
ning that our mission is to
bring peace and reconciliation
andwe feel that’s evenmore im-
portant now than ever consider-
ing the current tenor of the
country.”

After the service, donations
were collected to purchase tur-
keys for needy Glen Cove fami-
lies. Churchgoers also were in-
vited to mingle and enjoy a di-
verse Thanksgiving meal,
which included classic holiday
dishes such as pumpkin pie and

stuffing, as well as samosas pre-
pared by a Muslim congregant
and rugelach, which was
brought by a Jewish family.

“I think these interfaith ser-
vices are very important and
productive, particularly in the
current climate. There’s so
much value in getting to know
people of other faiths and un-
derstanding different reli-
gions,” said Nuzha Yakoob, a
Muslim from Northport who
regularly attends Quran study
sessions at the Brookville
church. “There’s a lot of hate
building out there but that’s

just because of a lack of under-
standing one another.”

Amy and Steven Schombs of
East Northport are members of
the interfaith community and
see the diverse service as a
learning experience for their
four children.

“I’m really grateful that my
children can become exposed
to different cultures,” Amy
Schombs said. “To be able to un-
derstand and appreciate other
religions and feel comfortable
in different houses of worship,
I believe, has really enriched
our lives.”

Participants at a service during an annual multifaith Thanksgiving celebration yesterday at the Brookville Church in Glen Head.

A Thanksgiving for all
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Multifaith service in Glen Head
shares ‘messages about healing’

They shared a Thanksgiving meal representing several cultures.
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