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Vision Statement
Through learning opportunities, essential 

partnerships, and occasional shared 
worship, our campus welcomes all who 
want to learn, question and grow, while 

making a positive and lasting impact in the 
community and world.

Mission
 To build a multifaith 
community of people 

from different faiths who 
connect to one another 

by embracing similarities 
while celebrating 

differences.

 Find a Place to Belong 
We invite you to discover a spiritual community 

made up of different religious groups. Together we 
promote cross cultural understanding, peace 

building, and a strong commitment to service. Each 
group maintains its own religious identity but fosters 
an open environment for learning, celebrating and 

honoring each distinct religion. 
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“…for dust you are 
    and to dust you will 

return.” - Genesis 3:19b   

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of 
the season of Lent in the Christian 
church.  This year it was on Feb. 17. 

Lent is a 40 day period (minus Sundays) leading 
up to Easter.  Brookville Church does not typically 
hold an Ash Wednesday service, where ashes are 
administered to ones forehead with the words 
from Genesis 3:19 recited, "remember that from 
dust you came and to dust you shall return."  In 
the larger context of this verse, God is speaking to 
Adam regarding the consequences of his 
disobedience when God had told him not to eat of 
the Tree of Knowledge in the Garden of Eden.  
God tells Adam that it is by the sweat of his brow 
that he will eat his food until he returns to the 
ground since from it he was taken.

Continued on page  3

Transla'ons of the Quran 

The language of the Quran has been 
considered sacred in the Muslim 
tradition from the earliest times. 
Scholars have maintained that its 
Arabic is so inimitable and it has 
such exquisite subtleties of 

meanings that any translation is bound to be 
faulty. Furthermore, an Arabic word can have 
a range of meanings depending on the context, 
making an accurate translation even more 
difficult. 

Islam spread to non-Arabic speaking populations 
in Asia and Africa within thirty years of the 
passing of Prophet Muhammad, and further east 
and west as time passed, making non-Arabs the 
majority among Muslims.  

Continued on page 4

Some thoughts from campus leaders

Rev. Vicky 
Eastland

Dr. Sultan 
Abdulhameed

Passover
Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is 
known as the “Holiday of Freedom.” It 
commemorates the emancipation of 
the Israelites from slavery in ancient 
Egypt. The eight-day festival of 
Passover is celebrated in the early 
spring, from the 15th through the 

22nd of the Hebrew month of Nissan, which 
usually falls sometime in March or April.  (This 
year corresponding to March 27th – April 4th.)  
Passover is regarded as the “birth” of the Jewish 
nation, and its lessons of struggle and identity 
continue to form the basis of Jewish 
consciousness today.

Continued on page 5

Rabbi  
Stuart Paris, 

HaKohen

Looking to the Future
Where do you see yourself next year?
This was the guiding question for the 
parent meeting held recently for the 
Interfaith Community of Long Island.  

Even through this pandemic, the IFC has 
brought meaningful and valuable 
programming and events to its members: 

children’s classes, virtual holiday celebrations, parent 
zoom get-togethers and more!  

As we move forward, our dedicated and enthusiastic 
co-chairs, Sarah Cirker and Amy Schombs, have 
announced that they are stepping down from their 
positions with the children’s education and 
programming.  They will remain an integral part of the 
IFC, but change their focus to high school through 
adult-centered programming.  They would like to build 
an IFC community for high school and college age 
students as well as adults, outside of children’s 
programming.  However, the vacancies they leave 
behind must be filled. 

Continued on pg. 8

Christine 
Mankes

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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If  you long for connection with God and others in an open and affirming Christian community, 
then join us on Sundays at 10 a.m. for uplifting worship and fellowship.  We will continue to hold 

online worship through the month of  March.   
Email: BrookvilleChurch@gmail.com for the link.

“…for dust you are…”  Continued from pg. 2


In my previous church we did hold Ash 
Wednesday services and I never liked saying the 
words, “to dust you will return” when 
administering ashes; it sounded grave and morbid 
to me.  But I now I see it in a different light.  As 
God reminded Adam, the earth is where our 
sustenance comes from. One of the most spiritual 
practices for me is gardening.  I’ve always loved 
getting my hands dirty tending the soil, sowing 
seeds, pulling weeds and watching flowers and 
vegetables grow.  There is a spiritual connection I 
feel with the earth unlike any I feel inside a church.  
Nature is God’s wide open sanctuary and I feel 
closest to God when in nature.  


Jeff Chu has also found a connection with the 
earth. While at Princeton Seminary studying for his 
Masters of Divinity degree, Jeff spent a Sunday 
covering for me while I was on vacation. I came 
back to people singing his praises.  At that point I 
had not met Jeff in person, but months later I 
found myself sitting next to him at our assigned 
table at the General Synod (our denominational 
annual meeting). I also got to hear him preach at a 
special Room for All worship service during 
General Synod and found myself being just as 
captivated by his preaching as our congregation 
had been.  From there we developed a social 
media friendship.  While studying at Princeton 
Seminary, Jeff got very involved in a farming 
program called the Farminary (a play on the word 
seminary).  According to the seminary’s website, 
the Farminary is a place where theological 
education is integrated with small-scale 
regenerative agriculture to train faith leaders in 
areas of ecology, sustainability and food justice.  
This experience was transformative for Jeff and he 
talked about it in his sermon.


A few days ago Jeff wrote a post on Facebook 
that helped continue my deeper understanding of 
the words regarding dust that are used on Ash 
Wednesday.  With his permission I’d like to share 
his post with you.  Jeff wrote that he used to feel 
the words used regarding dust seemed grim.  He 
went on to say, “but the more I’ve learned about 
soil - how it’s made, how it’s nourished, how it in 
turn nourishes - the more I’ve come to appreciate 
their beauty…. so much magic happened in good 
soil - transformation and redemption and renewal.  
May the story of the soil - the tears it has 
absorbed, the seeds it has carried and fed, the rot 
it has broken down and redeemed and turned 
back toward new life - be a blessing to you today 
and throughout this season.”


Lent is a season of self reflection and 
introspection, a time for us to ponder the sacrifice 
Jesus made on our behalf.  It leads to the 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
and the celebration of the Easter Resurrection.  We 
must not lose the meaning of the season of Lent 
that leads us to Easter.  As Jeff talked about the 
rot or compost that makes the soil rich once again, 
we need to embrace our brokenness and 
heartaches and yes, our failures, to become 
stronger and more whole. May this season of Lent 
be one of new understanding as you journey 
toward the Easter Resurrection.


~ Rev. Vicky

mailto:BrookvilleChurch@gmail.com
mailto:BrookvilleChurch@gmail.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Muslim Reform Movement Organization 
Quran Study by Zoom  

Every Sunday  2:30 - 4:30 p.m.  
All are welcome!  

To be invited to the meeting, please send an email to mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com  
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed, author of “The Quran & the Life of Excellence”

Transla'ons of the Quran 
(continued from page 2)  

But the belief that the Quran should not be 
translated kept it inaccessible to non-Arabic 
speaking Muslims. An inevitable and unfortunate 
consequence was that people have recited and 
listened to the Quran recitation in Arabic without 
understanding. The belief developed that you get 
blessings by reciting or listening even though you 
don’t know what it means.  
Worship practices taught 
by Prophet Muhammad 
are based on the Quran 
containing nuggets of 
wisdom and guidance, but 
these have been opaque 
recitals to most Muslims. 

Because of the self-
imposed prohibition on 
Quran translation in the 
Muslim culture, the earliest translations were 
done by non-Muslims in European languages. 
For example, George Sale, a Solicitor in London, 
produced the first translation of the Quran into 
English in 1734.  The next English translation 
was by John Rodwell, a clergyman in the Church 
of England, in in 1861. 

Prompted by this precedent, English translations 
by Muslims in the British Empire appeared. The 
first was by Mirza Abul Fazl from Bengal in 1910. 
It was followed by Muhammad Ali in 1917. Next 
Marmaduke Pickthall, an Englishman who 

converted to Islam, published his translation in 
1930. 

Indonesia is the most populous Muslim country in 
the world. Translation into Javanese by Ngarpah 
appeared in 1913, thirteen hundred years after 
Prophet Muhammad. The next largest Muslim 
population is in Pakistan and India. The first 
translation in Urdu, their common language, was 
published by Shah Abdul Qadir of Delhi in 1826.   

With the spread of modern 
education in the 20th century 
more translations of the Quran 
in different languages appeared 
and they have contributed to 
increase in Muslim self-
awareness. Beginning with 
1980’s there was a surge of 
Muslim migration to Europe and 
North America. The immigrant 
Muslims felt the need to clarify 

their identity in the presence of the host 
populations. Freed from the constraints of their 
home countries, encouraged by the freedom of 
expression in Western culture and the ease of 
publishing in the internet era, Muslims are 
publishing more books on Islam. Among these 
are fifteen new translations of the Quran into 
English since 1990.  The taboo of not translating 
the Quran has been broken. In this way, a 
spiritual revolution is silently taking place with 
people reading the Quran on their own, asking 
questions and searching for answers. 

~ Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed 

mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Passover, continued from pg. 2…. 
The holiday begins with a Seder 
(which means “Order”), a festive 
meal, and is designed to give each 
person the experience of “going from 
slavery unto freedom.”  We read 
from the Haggadah, the special book 
which tells the Exodus story and 
recounts the Ten Plagues. We eat 
foods which are symbolic of slavery: 
matzah as the bread of affliction, salt 
water as the tears of oppression, 
bitter herbs as the harshness of 
slavery.  We recline in our chairs to 
express our freedom.  The youngest child asks 
Four Questions.  We recite the prayer of 
thanksgiving and praise and end the Seder with the 
hope of “Next Year in Jerusalem!” By following the 
rituals and traditions of Passover, we have the 
ability to relive and experience the true freedom 
that our ancestors gained.  

The Ten Plagues – Ten disasters sent upon Egypt 
by G-d to convince Pharaoh to free the Israelite 
slaves from the bondage and oppression they had 
endured in Egypt for 400 years. The Fast of the 
Firstborn (Ta’anit B’chorot) occurs the day before 
Passover each year. Those of us who are first 
born, and I am one of them, fast for an entire day to 
remember the Egyptian first born that had to lose 

their lives in order for us to be free. The 10th 
plague was especially harsh and apparently 
needed to occur for pharaoh’s heart to be softened 
enough to allow us to leave Egypt for freedom.  

Anytime lives are lost, even for a higher purpose, it 
is a time to recognize grief and sadness and 
especially what G-d must have felt as some of his 
children needed to die for others to be free. We 
identify with that as firstborn and deprive ourselves 
of food for the one day prior to Passover.  It also 
reminds us that freedom usually comes at a great 
cost. We must not forget the sacrifices that were 
made to gain our precious freedom.  To be truly 
free, one must not blame.  To be truly free, one 
must not judge. 

The Fast of the Firstborn occurs once a year, but 
the personal freedoms that come with the release 
of blame and judgment can occur daily. How can 
we relate this to our lives today?  Given the events 
in the world as they are, many of us are filled with 
judgment for those who do not act as we would, 
and we place blame on others for events and 
happenings. That blame and judgment keeps us as 
slaves to negative thoughts and feelings. If we can 
release the blame and judgment directed towards 
others and towards ourselves, we can cross our 
own Red Sea to freedom.    

With my best wishes for a Happy Passover,	
Rabbi Stuart A. Paris,	HaKohen

Please join the 
 New Synagogue of Long Island for  

Virtual Seder 
Friday, March 26th  

at 7:00 pm 
To get the link, please email: 

 amy@interfaithli.org

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
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SYNAGOGUE OF THE MONTH                                       
VIRTUAL SHABBAT SERVICE

 5781

The New Synagogue of Long Island
The Synagogue for Spiritual Judaism

Rabbi Stuart Paris, Hakohen 
Rabbi Scott Matous 

Cantor Irene Failenbogen 

Synagogue of the Month Virtual Shabbat Service at 7:00 PM 

Please join us on Fridays:  
March 5 & 19, and April 9 & 23, 2021 

The Zoom Meeting link is the same.  Save it as a Favorite! 

If you need the link, please email: 

Amy Schombs:  amy@interfaithli.org 

We have no membership dues or fees.  All are welcome. 

Please support The New Synagogue of Long Island as generously as you can. Your contributions are the life blood of 
The New Synagogue.  Please help us keep alive our inspiring teachings of Spiritual Judaism. 

Kindly send your responses to: 
Rabbi Stuart Paris ~ 10 Cuttermill Road, Suite 302 ~ Great Neck, NY  11021 

NewSynagogue.LI@gmail.com ~ www.newsynagogue-li.org 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I / We are happy to join you for the Synagogue of the Month Service. 
Enclosed is a free will donation made out to The New Synagogue of Long Island: 

___ $50 ___ $75 ___ $100 ___ $180 Other Amount:  $ __________ 

Name(s):                 
Address:                 
                    
Telephone:            Email:         

ב'ה 

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
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The Interfaith Institute of Long Island 
(IFI) 

 

 
 

Presents 
 

Ethical Dilemma and Modern Medicine with 
focus on DNR - Do Not Resuscitate 

 
Key Points For Discussion:    

 Quality of Life and artificial life support 
 In absence of DNR in Living Will - who decides - patients/family/community? 

  
Saturday March 20th 2021 at 2:30pm 

 Webinar Meeting  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please Register at your earliest convenience: 

Email: faroquekhan@outlook.com 
Phone: 516-434 0313 

 
Webinar link will be sent to all registrants 

Audrey Kitagawa JD 
President and Founder 

of International    
Academy for Multicul-

tural Cooperation -  
Spiritual perspective 

Prof. Faroque A. 
Khan 

Intensivist, chair  Inter-
faith Institute of Long 
Island (IFI) - Islamic 

perspective 

Rabbi Randy  
Sheinberg  

Temple Tikvah, New 
Hyde Park -  

Judaism perspective 

Rev. Donna Marie 
Field R.N  

Ethics Consultant 
Northwell Health - 

Christianity  
perspective 

Rev. Swami 
Sarvapriyananda  
Minister Vedanta  

Society of NY -  
Vedanta, Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Jainism 
perspective - all  

Inclusive 

Dr Bhadra Shah 
Moderator, member 
Interfaith Institute of 

Long Island 

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Campus Faith Leaders meet with Cub Scout Pack 
Cub Scout Pack 406 of South Huntington, NY and their 

Pack Leaders met with some of our campus faith 
leaders on Feb. 24, 2021 for a virtual gathering. 

The faith leaders shared about how Christians, Jews 
and Muslims worship, how we work together as a 

multifaith campus and to talk to the Cub Scout 
members about their Duty to God. We had fun 
together and hope it was the beginning of a 
relationship that will continue into the future.

Looking to the Future, 
Continued from pg. 2 

We have a responsibility 
to continue this vibrant organization that for 
many of us, was the only place we could turn to 
for a sense of belonging and community for our 
interfaith families.  We are so grateful for the 
many hours, love and devotion Sarah and Amy 
have given to our families over the years!  Now 
it's time to move forward and give back to an 
organization that has given us all so much: a 
meaningful sense of community for our families. 

Sarah or Amy would be happy to speak to any of 
the parents of the IFC who might feel a pull to 
step in and fill the void.  They will remain a 
resource for anyone who takes on the chair 
positions.  They look forward to having 
conversations with our members about the 
future of the IFC.  Please feel free to reach out 
to Sarah at sarah@interfaithli.org or Amy at 
amy@interfaithli.org.  They look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Upcoming Dates for online services and classes 

• March 5 - Shabbat Service  - 7 p.m. 
• March 19 - Shabbat Service - 7 p.m. 
• March 21 -  Children’s classes - 11 a.m. 
• March 26 - Virtual Seder - 7 p.m. 
• March 28 - Children and Youth Led Palm 

Sunday Service - 11 a.m. 
• April 4 - Easter Worship Celebration - 10 a.m. 
• April 9 - Shabbat Service - 7 p.m. 
• April 18 - Children’s classes - 11 a.m. 
• April 23 - Shabbat Service - 7 p.m. 

If you would like to be added to our email 
distribution list, please email 

amy@interfaithli.org  

Also, check us out on Facebook at the Interfaith 
Community of Long Island,  

Instagram @interfaithcommunityli 
and our website: www.interfaithli.org

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:sarah@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
http://www.interfaithli.org/
mailto:sarah@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
http://www.interfaithli.org/
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CAMP WARWICK 
NOW HIRING

Take part in an unforgettable summer 
with Camp Warwick.  Become a 
member of our awesome staff and 
have the time of your life while 
teaching and learning with all of our 
campers.  Go to the link below to start  
your application today!! 

HTTPS://CAMPWARWICK.ORG/
COUNSELORS/ 

HIRING FOR ALL 
POSITIONS!! 
FROM 
LEADERSHIP TO 
MAINTENANCE.

https://campwarwick.org/
counselors/

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
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 Musical Adventures 🎼  
Details: Private piano lessons for all 
ages. During these COVID times, all 
lessons are taught virtually.

Contact:Carol Goglia
 cgoglia28@aol.com

Graphic Arts 

Details: I create websites, mailings 
spreadsheets, posters, directories, …

Contact: Linda Hees
 lahees@aol.com

Pre-marital and Marriage Enrichment Counseling
Details: Marriage is an adventure, it helps to have a guide. I am trained 
through Life Innovations, Inc. to lead couples through a process called: 
PREPARE/ENRICH. This process encourages heart-to-heart conversations 
that are key to understanding your partner and developing a deeper 
relationship.

Contact: Rev. Vicky L. Eastland 
vickyleastland@gmail.com 

YOUR AD HERE

Do you offer goods or a service that others might use (handcrafts, 
lessons, tutoring, graphic arts, accounting, personal shopping, meal 

delivery, tech support, writing, social media, etc..?) To place a free ad on 
this bulletin board, send your info to brookvillemfc@gmail.com

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
SERVICES OFFERED

🎹

mailto:brookvillemfc@gmail.com
mailto:brookvillemfc@gmail.com
mailto:cgoglia28@aol.com
mailto:vickyleastland@gmail.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:cgoglia28@aol.com
mailto:lahees@aol.com
mailto:vickyleastland@gmail.com
mailto:lahees@aol.com
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Support  Brookville Reformed Church 
by shopping at smile.amazon.com

Even though it says March on the 
calendar It is still winter season in 
Minnesota - in the Northland or 
the North Woods.   There are two 
primary seasons in that state,  
winter and summer and both 
have often overreached their 
actual terms. Spring and fall do 

occur nearly in the blink of a month. Winter's grip 
of the land during its deep freeze manages to 
stay around into April. How? The frozen earth 
has to thaw, from ice to frost to soft earth (or 
mud). The realization that winter has departed is 
a brief spring season as summer rushes in 
ahead of the calendar schedule.  This 
phenomenon is caused because of the state's 
proximity to Canada.  The bitter cold of Canada, 

and it is bitter there, comes swooping down in 
waves of cold that pass through Minnesota then 
in the Midwest then hit the warmth of the 
southern states and turn away going easterly and 
making winter noises across to the east coast. 
The warm southern air flows north across the 
plains, bringing spring earlier than the May 
flowers.  

The protracted winter season is reversed during 
the summer-fall change when summer crashes 
into the fall months compressing them into a 
much shorter season.  An interesting feature of 
the annual temperature highs and lows is that 
they can occur in the same area of the state 
without rhyme or reason.   

Continued on the next page

We are rostered as an Open and Affirming 
campus to the LBGTQIA+ Community 

Check it out:  Roomforall.com

The Next Chapter

Branch Worsham

  Donate to Brookville Church at 
Givebutter 

  (Yes, that's spelled correctly!)

Click Link Below 
 givebutter.com/I0mIeI

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://Roomforall.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
http://givebutter.com/I0mIeI
http://givebutter.com/I0mIeI
http://Roomforall.com
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Continued from pg. 11… 
The protracted winter season is reversed during 
the summer-fall change when summer crashes 
into the fall months compressing them into a 
much shorter season.  An interesting feature of 
the annual temperature highs and lows is that 
they can occur in the same area of the state 
without rhyme or reason.   

The name of the state is taken from the Indian 
name of a river, the Mnisota,  that flows easterly 
from their native land, the Dakota's, into the 
Mississippi River.  Mnisota, in Souix, means sky 
tinted water.  During my time in Minnesota the 
most popular beer in the state was Hamm's Beer 
and they had a catchy commercial tune that sang 
out  the words: 
      From the the land of sky blue waters 
      Comes the beer refreshing. - Hamm’s. 

I never drank beer, but the commercial was so 
popular and prevalent that I still remember it. You 
can go on line and still hear it's many versions 
from over the years.  

The other river in Minnesota is the Mississippi.  It 
starts as a stream flowing out of Lake Itasca and 
that is still the single most popular location for 
tourists to visit.  It is only about three to four feet 
wide there. Again in my time there was an annual 
canoe race on the River from near its start to 
Minneapolis about 350 miles.  It was an 
exhausting competition.  

My own Mississippi River stories are short.  We 
crossed it often going up to the saw mills that my 
Dad frequented hauling wood to the pallet 
factory.  We would spend some time watching the 
racers paddle by under 'the bridge'. We tried 
fishing a couple of times and decided the  
River flowed too fast. The biggest stories were 
connected to the spring floods just east of us in 
Aiken County. Until a dam was built there was 
always an interesting sight to see the flood waters 
cover the fields and approach the town.  I saw the 
Aiken streets flooded once.  The River was 
certainly a part of my life as it is for most of the 
state.  

I mentioned the pallet factory because it has a 
family history.  When WW2 was over there was a 
rush to make, sell and buy appliances for homes. 
The factories throughout the state made the 
stoves, fridges, etc and had to ship them. The 
quickest way to get the shipping container was to 
have a box of wooden slatted box sides put 
together at another factory near the woods and 
hauled to the appliance factories.  My Dad was 
the trucker for one such company. 

Early in the morning he would drive a load of the 
pallet sides to the factories usually in the cities 
south of our home town to arrive when they 
started their day. Returning up north he would 
load the truck for the next. day's trip then go home 
for a short nap before dinner. I often rode along 
and eventually, near the end of high school, would 
drive a load myself.  

I remember well coming home in the evening from 
some school function and pass my folks bedroom 
at 10 PM hearing Cedric Adams News on the 
radio.  At 4 AM they both got up and started their 
day. No doubt their early arising taught me the 
lesson of getting started early. 

Dad bought two more trucks and hired drivers to 
make more deliveries.  It was several years until 
that industry changed.  The several factories were 
combined into one large plant, the pallets were 
replaced by cardboard cartons, and shipping by 
train was replaced by tucks. At that point Dad 
went back to his love, hauling wood out of the 
forests to different kinds of manufacturers. 

So during March, Minnesota has to accept one or 
two more large snow storms that blanket the 
state, then start the thaw. March is a messy 
month with slush everywhere. By April the snow 
piles are all that is left. The sap is running in the 
maple trees and the syrup is harvested. May 
flowers are jumping out of the ground and buds 
are in all of the trees. The lake Ice is melting 
away.  The cycle is in full swing.  

~ Branch Worsham
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