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Mission Statement 

To build a multifaith 
community of people from 
different faiths who connect 
to one another by 
embracing similarities while 
celebrating differences. 
 
Brookville Multifaith 
Campus invites you to 
discover a spiritual 
community made up of 
different religious 
groups.  Together we 
promote cross cultural 
understanding, peace 
building, and a strong 
commitment to 
service.  Each group 
maintains its own religious 
identity but fosters an open 
environment for learning, 
celebrating and honoring 
each distinct religion.   
 

Vision Statement 
Through learning 
opportunities, essential 
partnerships, and 
occasional shared worship 
experiences, our campus 
welcomes all who want to 
learn, question and grow, 
while making a positive and 
lasting impact in the 
community and world. 
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Prayer is a Lifeline 
 
I recently was asked to be on the 
panel for the Communicating 
With Our Creator event that was 
held on our campus on 
December 8th.  I sat on the panel 

with those of other faith backgrounds as all of us 
spoke about prayer from our respective faiths 
and experiences. This was both an honor and 
privilege which are the same words I used to 
describe prayer.  Participating in this event on 
prayer reminded me of how important prayer is 
in the life of any believer as it is a lifeline that 
connects us with the Creator of the Universe. 
 
As I shared at the event, I am both inspired by 
the opportunity to speak with the God who 
created me, but also sad that not many 
Christians take advantage of this direct line of 
communication we have with God.  As a follow 
up with Bob Keeler who was the inspiration 
behind the event and also the moderator, I 
shared the following with him in an email: 
 
When I was serving a church in upstate New 
York, I started a community prayer group.  Our 
weekly prayer time together was life changing 
for many, including myself.  That group prayed 
my son into the U.S. - we had a nightmare 
adopting him from India as an older child, but 
that prayer group was my rock and I truly believe 
that their prayers opened doors to make it 
possible for us to bring our son home, who has 
been the joy of our lives, by the way.  He is 21 
now and in his last year of college.   
 
It was in that same prayer group that one of the 
members felt the call to go into ministry and 
shortly after entered seminary.  I MISS THAT 
GROUP SO MUCH.  I have tried to find people 
since I’ve lived on Long Island that would be 
interested in forming a prayer group, but have 
been sadly unsuccessful.  If you or anyone you 
know might be interested in forming a group that 
meets regularly to pray together (in whatever 
tradition and even language they feel 
comfortable) I would be open to hosting it, 
organizing it, doing whatever needed to make it 
happen.  Thank you for helping reignite my 
passion for prayer. 

 
During our event, Dr. Sultan who was also a 
panelist, reminded me as he shared with those 
present that we have a special prayer chain on 
our campus as people across religious barriers 
are praying for the same requests of those who 
belong to our multifaith campus as well as their 
family and friends who are in need.  One of the 
greatest privileges we have in prayer is the 
ability to intercede on behalf of others to a God 
who not only hears our prayers, but answers 
them.  We have had many Praise Reports as we 
have received news that those we have been 
praying for have gotten better, some who did so 
against all odds.  There by the grace of God, we 
witness God’s healing power through our 
prayers. 
 
While I am proud of our campus’ prayer chain, I 
long to meet in person with others who want to 
pray together.  I shared at our event that one of 
the most powerful experiences for me in prayer 
is when it is done in community.  My favorite 
time each Sunday during our church service is 
when we have a moment of silence at the end of 
our prayer time.  Prayer is a two way 
communication with God.  If we don’t open up 
space to hear from God then it ends up only 
being a monologue and God is not able to speak 
to us because we leave no space for God to do 
so. 
 
So, I end my article for this first month of the 
new decade with a plea for two things: 
 
1. If anyone would like to join our prayer chain 

that is not already receiving our prayer 
requests please let me know. 

2. If anyone would be interested in praying with 
me on a regular basis, please reach out. 

 
I will continue to exercise this privilege but would 
love to do so in community with others.  If God is 
leaning on your heart to join me in prayer, 
please email me to start the conversation. 

 
Praying for prayer partners, 
Rev. Vicky 
vickyleastland@gmail.com  
  

mailto:vickyleastland@gmail.com
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Shabbat 
When most people think of 
holidays, they think of annual 
celebrations, but in Judaism there 
is one holiday that occurs every 
week - the Sabbath. Known in 
Hebrew as Shabbat and in Yiddish 
as Shabbos, this holiday is central 
to Jewish Life. As the great Jewish 

writer, Adad Ha-Am has observed: “Even more than 
the Jews have kept the Shabbat, the Shabbat has 
kept the Jews.” The Sabbath has been a unifying 
force for Jews the world over. 
 
Shabbat is observed on the seventh day of the 

week in fulfillment of the biblical commandment: 

“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath of Adonai your God.” 

(Exodus 20:9-10) In accordance with the Jewish 

calendar, the Sabbath begins on Friday evening at 

sunset and ends on Saturday night with the 

appearance of three stars. All Jewish days begin at 

sunset. This is based on the wording of the Creation 

story in Genesis 1. At the end of the description of 

each day, we find the phrase: “And there was 

evening, and there was morning…” Since evening 

is mentioned first, the ancient rabbis deduced that 

evening is first. 

 

While Shabbat occurs on Friday evening and 

Saturday, it is more than simply another day of the 

week. It is a special day and we invest it with 

specialness. Friday and Saturday come 

automatically, but Shabbat takes place only when 

we make it happen. We prepare for Shabbat by the 

clothes we wear, by the meals we eat, by the 

lighting of Sabbath candles, and by chanting the 

Kiddush over wine to set apart this special time.  

Shabbat truly becomes what it was meant to be as 

we welcome and invite its peace into our lives.  

 

Shabbat is Special! 

Shabbat Is Greeted Like a Queen or Bride.  On 

Friday night, as the sun sets, it is customary to sing 

a collection of Psalms followed by the mystical 

poem of Lecha Dodi, in which we serenade the 

descending sweetness of Shabbat, whom we 

address as both a beautiful bride and beloved 

queen.  

 

 

Shabbat Lasts from Sundown on Friday to 

Nightfall on Saturday.  Every week, for the 25 

hours beginning just before sundown on Friday until 

after night has fallen on Saturday night, Jewish 

people celebrate Shabbat, a period of rest and 

spiritual rejuvenation. 

 

Shabbat Is Super Important in Judaism.  

Shabbat is the fourth of the Ten Commandments 

and repeated over and over again in the Torah, 

making it one of the most important elements of 

Judaism.  

 

Angels Accompany Us on Friday Night.  

Tradition tells us that two angels accompany us on 

our way to the Friday night meal. This gave birth to 

the classic Shabbat song Shalom Aleichem, in 

which we welcome the angels to our home, ask 

them to bless us, and then send them on their way. 

This is often followed by Eishet Chayil, Solomon’s 

famous ode to the Woman of Valor. 

 

Shabbat Is Escorted Out With Chanting, Wine, 

Spices & Flames.  Just like we welcome Shabbat 

with kiddush over wine, we say a similar text, known 

as havdalah, after Shabbat ends. This short but 

beautiful ceremony incorporates sniffing fragrant 

spices (to restore our spirits, which have been 

dampened by the departure of Shabbat) and 

benefitting from fire (to celebrate that fire may once 

again be used). 

There is a miracle in Shabbat.  Even if you have 

never felt it yourself, it is there.  Shabbat is a 

reminder that takes us back to the beginning. It is a 

reunion with our inner selves; a return to the 

oneness our souls enjoyed with G-d. During the 

week we perceive the world in a subjective manner.  

On Shabbat, we are allowed to enter G-d’s reality 

and to see the world as a reflection of G-d, a 

manifestation of G-d’s 

imaginative thoughts.  

Enter and Enjoy!  

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, 

HaKohen 
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When Did Muslims Come 

to the United States? 
 Many people brought to America 

as slaves were from the 

predominantly Muslim West 

African region. It has been estimated that about 

half a million enslaved Africans were brought to 

what became the United States during the 18th 

century. Historians estimate that between 15 and 

30 percent of the men and about 15 percent of 

the women were Muslims.  

 

 Although enslaved people were denied freedom 

of religion, many practiced their faith in secret and 

passed it on to their children. As an example, Ben 

Ali Mohammad came from west Africa in 1803. 

He became the Imam for a slave community of 

eighty men on a plantation in Sapelo Island, 

Georgia. He wrote a booklet on Muslim religious 

practice.  During the War of 1812, Muhammad 

and his Muslim companions protected their 

master's property from a British attack. 

There are several autobiographies of Muslim 

slaves that have survived. 

 

This is a drawing of 

Abdu Rahman who was 

a prince from west 

Africa and made a slave 

in the United States. 

As recognized by their 

names, many Muslims 

served in the Union 

Army during the Civil 

War. The highest-

ranking Muslim officer in 

the Union Army was 

Captain Moses Osman. 

The next significant wave of Muslim immigrants 

was from the late 19th century until the 1920s 

when many Arabs from Lebanon and Syria 

arrived in the United States.  They were attracted 

by the availability of free land under the 

Homestead Act of 1862 and settled as farmers in 

the Midwest.  

African American Muslim identity re-emerged 

under the leadership of Elijah Mohammad who 

founded the Nation of Islam movement in Detroit 

in the 1930s. Elijah Muhammad had no contact 

with the global Muslim community and taught his 

own version of Islam. The main issue for black 

people at that time was dealing with racist 

oppression and Elijah developed an anti-white 

doctrine in his version of Islam. Upon his death, 

his son Warith Deen Mohammed succeeded him. 

Warith disbanded the Nation of Islam in 1976, 

disavowed racist doctrines and founded a 

mainstream Islamic organization known as the 

American Society of Muslims.  

 

Before 1965 the 

number of people 

admitted annually 

as immigrants 

from a country 

was proportional 

to their 

representation in 

the existing US 

population, and 

therefore almost all the immigrants were from 

Europe. The Immigration and Nationality Act of 

1965 changed that and allowed some people to 

emigrate to the US based on their professional 

qualifications. As a result, many highly educated 

people from Muslim regions in Asia and Africa 

came to seek the American Dream. This highly 

skilled group attained wealth and built most of the 

mosques we see today. Pew Research has 

estimated that there were 3.45 million Muslims in 

the United States in 2017, about one percent of 

the total population.  

-Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed 

 
 

Elijah Muhammad 

Abdu Rahman 
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Holiday Time at the Interfaith Community of Long Island 

By Christine Mankes 

On December 15, 

2019, the children 

of our multifaith 

campus participated 

in a Christmas Season service that was 

completely led by them!  From start to 

finish, the children impressed the 

congregation with their respect, sincerity, 

and even, at times, humor that was part 

of the service.  Our children recited 

readings, prayers, sang and even 

performed musical instruments to 

enhance the service.  We are so thankful to 

Carol Goglia, who dedicated many hours with 

our children to make this service a huge 

success!  After the service, our children, their 

families, and other guests met in Fellowship Hall 

to enjoy refreshments and holiday fun!  The kids 

decorated gingerbread cookies, wrote letters to 

Santa and colored holiday-themed pictures and 

puzzles.  A fun time was had by all.   On 

December 22 we celebrated Hanukkah with 

latkes following the children's classes. Let the 

good times continue!  Happy Holidays to all of 

our friends at the Brookville Multifaith Campus! 
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If you long for connection with God and 
others in an open and affirming Christian 

community,  
then join Brookville Church Sundays at 10 
a.m. for uplifting worship and fellowship. 

Brookville Church Mission Statement: 
Brookville Church is a welcoming, friendly and 

heartfelt community who follows the teachings of 
Jesus; a message of love, acceptance, healing and 

hope.  We affirm that all people are beloved 
children of God and therefore embrace any age, 

race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
economic status, marital status, family 

configuration, physical or mental ability or 
education, and invite the full inclusion of all 

people into the life and ministries of Brookville 
Church.  We believe diversity enriches our journey 

together in faith and propels us to an ever 
expanding understanding and experience of God. 

Please join The New 

Synagogue of Long 

Island for Shabbat 

Service on the first 

Friday of every 

month at 7 pm. 

Muslim Reform Movement Organization (MRMO) 

Quran Study in the Fellowship Hall 
January 12 & 26, 2:30 -4:30 p.m.      

• 2:30 PM: Quran Study: 

Benefit from Quran’s wisdom through a participatory 

discussion of selected verses that guide us to uplift our lives. 

• 4:00 PM: Reformed Muslim prayer: 

Join congregational prayer in Arabic and English.  Men and 

Women pray together. 

All are welcome! 
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed,  

author of The Quran & the Life of Excellence 

NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
January 20, 2019 

 

Across the nation, on January 20th, millions 

will honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a 

National Day of Service. The youth of 

Brookville Church and the Interfaith 

Community will be among them. On Monday, 

January 20, they will sacrifice their day of 

sleeping in by arriving at the church around 

6:30 a.m. to pack bags of hats, scarves, 

mittens and toiletries as well as food. 

 

They will then load into cars and distribute the 

hot comfort food along with care packages to 

day laborers in our area. Each bag will contain 

a message of hope, both in English and in 

Spanish.  

 

What a wonderful feeling to know that our 

young people will spread love to those who 

are often neglected and even abused! For 

more information or to sign up your youth, 

please contact the church office: 

brookvillechurch@gmail.com (516) 626-0414. 

 

 

Interfaith Community Classes are 

scheduled on Sundays, 1/19, 2/9, 

3/15, 4/19, & 5/17 at 11:00 AM 

 

mailto:brookvillechurch@gmail.com
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 

community-based preventive health screenings, is 

pleased to offer a preventive health event at 

Brookville Reformed Church on 1/24/2020.  Five 

screenings will be offered that scan for potential 

health problems related to: blocked arteries which is 

a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic 

aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; 

hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong 

predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular 

heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a 

bone density screening, for men and women, used to 

assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a 

Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests 

and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our 

member discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 

minutes to complete.   

 

There are three ways to register for this event and 

to receive a $10 discount off any package priced 

above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or 

visit  lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  

or text the word circle to 797979   

Brag Box 

Congratulations to… 
 

   …William Hunt’s soccer team, a competitive travel team in the U16 
    Boys Long Island Junior Soccer League, who play all over Long Island. 
    Their team is called the ‘Rangers’ and they are the 2019 division 2 
    champions in the LIJSL. 

 
   …Katherine Hunt was inducted into the World Language Honor Society 
    for French for excellence in a foreign language. The ceremony took  
    place at the North Shore High School on November 25th, 2019. 

 

…  Shari Johanson for her nomination in the 67th Annual Motion Picture Sound Editors Golden Reel 

Awards for Outstanding Achievement in Sound Editing for the Showtime series Billions, Season 4 

Episode 8 entitled: “Fight Night”! 

The Motion Picture Sound Editors (MPSE) announcement  
of the award nominees said:"The nominees are a 
 representation of the work of the world’s most talented 
 sound artists and their contributions to the past year’s 
 [entertainment] productions.” 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Multifaith Prayer Seminar, December 8, 2019 

 
The experience of trying to converse with the 
Creator, the author of all life, is one that people of all 
faiths share. That conversation, in many languages 
and forms, was the focus of a December 8 gathering 
at the Brookville Multifaith Campus, whose mission is 
to build a multifaith community of people from 
different faiths who are able to connect to one 
another by embracing similarities while celebrating 
differences.   

 
The event was co-sponsored by the Interfaith 
Institute of the Islamic Center of Long Island. The 
institute works to develop understanding and unity 
among different faith communities.  
 
Prayer can be both joyously communal or intensely 
private, and the panel leading the event explored 
many dimensions of prayer.  Demonstrating the 
importance of prayer in the Muslim community, the 
panel took a 15-minute recess at 3 PM, so that the 
Muslims in attendance could spread prayer rugs and 
offer prayer, led by Mufti Mohammad Farhan, 
executive director of the Islamic Center of Long 
Island in Westbury and one of the panelists. People 
from both the Westbury mosque and the Muslim 
Reform Movement Organization at the Multifaith 
Campus joined in the prayer. 
 

The pastor of Brookville Reformed Church, the Rev. 
Vicky Eastland, welcomed the assembly, people of 
many faiths, and offered her own reflections on 
prayer. She introduced the moderator, Bob Keeler, a 
member of the Interfaith Institute board. In addition to 
Rev. Vicky and Mufti Farhan, the panelists included 
Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed, a scientist at Stony Brook 
University and the leader of the Muslim Reform 
Movement Organization, Rabbi Michael White of 
Temple Sinai in Roslyn, and Sister Patricia Duffy, 
OP, a preacher from the Sisters of St. Dominic of 
Amityville. 

 
This event was the second co-sponsored Interfaith 
Institute and Brookville Multifaith Campus évent that 
was held at the Brookville Multifaith Campus, a 
model of interfaith inclusivity, welcome, and 
friendship. It includes the hosting entity Brookville 
Reformed Church, along with the Muslim Reform 
Movement Organization, the New Synagogue of 
Long Island, and the Interfaith Community of Long 
Island.  
 
Dr. Faroque Khan, founder of the Interfaith Institute, 
described these events this way: They are an 
example for all, that it is possible for reasonable 
people of faith and no faith to live in harmony and 
grow as a result of encountering one another. 
 
For further information on the Interfaith Institute, go 
to:  http://interfaithny.com 
This article was written by Bob Keeler 
 

 

Answer to riddle:  He was Ruth-less 

 

http://interfaithny.com/
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We welcome Maddison Kate Berkin-

Albers into the family of God as she was 

baptized by Rev. Vicky and given her 

Jewish names by Cantor Irene on 

November 30th.  Congratulations to 

Maddison’s mommies Jessica Albers 

and Elyssa Berkin, along with big 

brother Phoenix. 

 

. 

 
 

  

Mother's Heart 
She’s a little bit of sunshine 

She’s a smile to light our days 

She will steal our hearts and 

Keep them with her warm endearing ways 

She’s our precious little daughter 

With a sweetness from above 

Who will fill our years with laughter 

And our lives with lots of love. 

I loved you from the very start, 

You stole my breath, embraced my heart. 

Our life together has just begun 

You’re part of me my little one. 

As mother with child, each day I grew, 

My mind was filled with thoughts of you. 

I’d daydream of the things we’d share, 

Like late-night bottles and Teddy bears. 

Like first steps and skinned knees, 

Like bedtime stories and ABC’s. 

I thought of things you’d want to know, 

Like how birds fly and flowers grow. 

I thought of lessons I’d need to share, 

Like standing tall and playing fair. 

When I first saw your precious face, 

I prayed your life be touched with grace. 

I thanked the angels from above, 

And promised you unending love. 

Each night I lay you down to sleep, 

I gently kiss your head and cheek. 

I count your little fingers and toes; 

I memorize your eyes and nose. 

I linger at your nursery door, 

Awed each day I love you more. 

Through misty eyes, I dim the light, 

I whisper, “I love you” every night. 

I loved you from the very start, 

You stole my breath, embraced my heart. 

As mother and child our journeys begin, 

My heart’s yours forever little one. 

Today we Celebrate your birth 

And give thanks to God above  

Who saw fit to send you down to earth  

An angel for us to love  

Our dreams and hopes God 

Made come true  

The day you filled our lives with joy 

And so God we ask this of you  

Be forever with our special girl  

                                      -Jessica Albers 

 

 

 

We want to congratulate Subrina and Stuart Brown  

on the birth of their daughter Mia Juliana who was  

born on December 16, 2019 weighing in at 8lbs 2oz  

and 21 inches long!  Emma is the proud big sister.   

 

Subrina and Stuart were married on our 

multifaith campus by Dr. Sultan and  

Rev. Vicky in 2015 and had their daughter  

Emma baptized along with a Muslim  

blessing in 2017. 
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The founder of the LGBT Network, David Kilmnick, PhD, MSW, President and CEO along with Lauren 

Corcoran-Doolin, Vice President for External Affairs will be attending and speaking at our event.  Check out 

their website at: www.lgbtnetwork.com  

http://www.lgbtnetwork.com/
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The Reformed Church in America Global Mission has impacted 

millions of people over the past 377 years. 

One of those missions is that of Josh and Sally Vis.  This 

mother-son team works together for peace and justice in the 

Holy Lands. 

 

One of the principal ways in which they educate individuals is 

through tours of the region. They bring individuals to Israel and 

Palestine to deepen their understanding of the Bible and to 

introduce them to Israelis and Palestinians who are champions for 

justice and peace.  

They also do an arts and fitness camp in Bethlehem every other summer and will be rebuilding a 

demolished Palestinian home in 2020 

Josh and Sally work in partnership with a variety of organizations in Israel and Palestine, and with 

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) in Washington, D.C. You can learn more about Josh and 

Sally and their work at their website joshvis.com. 

 

Brookville Church and Multifaith Campus have made a three year commitment to financially support 

this ministry. Our yearly donation is for $3,600 and we need your help to reach this goal. You can 

do that through the online donation button on our church website, BrookvilleChurch.org   

 

THE NEXT CHAPTER    

I am trying to divest myself of a job by 
finding and training a replacement, and 
with Nancy, we are downsizing and 
moving into a retirement home in New 
Jersey that is at the same time being 
renovated. 

 
On Christmas Day we are going on a 
three week cruise and trip celebrating 
our 60th Wedding Anniversary. 
 
So, the Next Chapter will be next 
month.  
 

Branch Worsham                                     
 

 

 

 

Support the Brookville Reformed Church  

by shopping at smile.amazon.com 

Thank you to Chris Fahey for his donation of 

a beautiful  

illustration of  

multifaith  

celebrations 

 of Christmas, 

 Hanukkah  

and Kwanzaa. 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/

