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Find a Place to Belong 

Brookville Multifaith Campus invites 
you to discover a spiritual 

community made up of different 
religious groups.  Together we 

promote cross cultural 
understanding, peace building, and 

a strong commitment to 
service.  Each group maintains its 

own religious identity but fosters an 
open environment for learning, 
celebrating and honoring each 

distinct religion. 

Mission Statement 
To build a multifaith community of people 
from different faiths who connect to one 
another by embracing similarities while 

celebrating differences 

Vision Statement 
Through learning opportunities, essential 

partnerships, and occasional shared worship, 
our campus welcomes all who want to learn, 
question and grow, while making a positive 

and lasting impact in the community and 
world. 
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Wait for the Lord 

It was a cloudy, misty afternoon in 
November as the faith leaders and 
congregants stood on the front lawn. 
The year was 2013; we were 
gathered to dedicate a new sign, to 
pray together and to celebrate. 
 
The Adhan, the 

Muslim call to prayer, was heard over 
a loud speaker announcing it was 
time for prayer.  Dr. Sultan 
Abdulhameed’s nephew chanted the 
call in Arabic and a hush fell on those 
gathered, along with a sense of the 
divine in our midst.  
 
Just fourteen months earlier, I had 
become the new pastor of Brookville Reformed 
Church.  I arrived only knowing about the Interfaith 
Community of Long Island (IFC) who had just 
chosen our campus as their permanent home.  The 
church’s search team had allowed the Jewish (Pam 
Gawley) and Christian (Sarah Cirker) co-chairs of 
the IFC to lead my second interview.  During that 
interview it became clear that the role of the new 
pastor would not only be to shepherd the Christian 
congregation, but also help 
integrate the families of the 
IFC into the life of the 
church.  These were 
families where one parent 
was Jewish, and one was 
Christian.  They were 
longing to raise their 
children with a love and respect of both faith 
traditions and had found the IFC. 
 
Shortly after arriving to Brookville Church, I 
discovered a new faith community had joined us as 
well.  It was The New Synagogue of Long Island 
and the synagogue was formed by Rabbi Stuart 
Paris to help meet the spiritual needs of the 
interfaith families of the IFC. It became clear to me 
that we were developing into a dual-faith home for 
these interfaith families to have a place to worship 
together as both Christians and Jews. 
 
Then to my surprise and amazement, I learned the 
Muslim Reform Movement Organization, facilitated  
 

by Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed, had been holding 
weekly Quran studies at Brookville Church for at 
least a decade. 
 
Once I began to get to know both Dr. Sultan and 
Rabbi Paris, I realized that all three of us had a 
shared vision; to bring reform to our respective faith 
traditions and build bridges of peace between world 
religions.  Once we began developing friendships 

with one another, it was a natural 
progression to come together for 
occasional shared worship and 
learning opportunities.  Thus, the 
Brookville Multifaith Campus was 
birthed. 
 
Pam Gawley shared with me that she 
had a vision she believed had come 
from God, that one day there would be 

a place where all religions would come together, 
share space and serve the community.  She 
envisioned office space in the same building for the 
clergy of each religion, who would interact on a 
daily basis.  From this grew a desire deep in my 
heart to make what we had been doing into an 
official non-profit organization. 
 
Over the next seven years I worked hard at making 

that dream come to fruition.  We had 
many leadership gatherings where we 
dreamed of what we could become and 
the ways we could grow and serve 
together.  There were times over the 
years where it seemed we were getting 
close to actually becoming a not-for-
profit organization, but road blocks kept 

getting in the way.   
 
Psalm 27:13 says, “I am still confident of this: I will 
see the goodness of the Lord.”  There were many 
days over these last seven years where I didn’t feel 
confident that we would see the goodness of the 
Lord.  Many days I was discouraged and wondered 
where God was in this whole process.  Was it really 
God’s vision that the Brookville Multifaith Campus 
become an organization and that our mission be 
continued?   
 
Many told me that the official status didn’t matter 
because we were already functioning as a multifaith 
campus.  But I felt I had heard from the Lord that we  
 

Rev. Vicky L. Eastland 

I am still confident of this: I will 
see the goodness of the Lord…. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong and 
take heart and wait for the Lord. 

 ~ Psalm 27:13,14 
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were called to become a registered non-profit and 
have the legitimacy of that status with the state. 
 
God’s voice came through in Psalm 27:14: “Wait for 
the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the 
Lord.”  I know everything is in God’s timing and that 
all good things come to those who wait.  I needed to 
put my trust in the God who had instilled this vision 
into my heart and called me to Brookville.  So, I 
waited and prayed and waited some more.  And like 
God always does, God came through! 
 
Last year things started to work themselves out and 
a board formed that would help kickstart this vision 
into reality.  Following, came the hiring of a lawyer 
who specialized in helping organizations become 
nonprofit entities and he helped the board fill out 
and file the necessary paperwork with the state. 
 
 

 

 
On February 20, 2020 the Brookville Multifaith 
Campus became an official not-for-profit 
organization with the state of New York!   
 
I want to thank everyone who has believed in this 
vision over the years and has played a role in 
helping make this happen.  I believe that God has 
many great things yet in store for Brookville 
Multifaith Campus and I am now confident in this; 
we will continue to see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 

~ Rev. Vicky 

  

If you long for connection with God and others in 

an open and affirming Christian community, click 

here to request the worship Zoom invitation. 

 

 

 

 
Support the Brookville Reformed Church  

by shopping at smile.amazon.com 

 

Things continue to go on and "events" happen during a pandemic. They  
are not the events where we gather to enjoy worship and fellowship; 
they are the things that life brings in the midst of difficult times. 
 
Brookville Church had to replace the boiler at the church, which cost $1,875.   
Our finances are extremely tight right now. If you could help, please give by  
signing up for online giving by using the link below.   
Thank you to all those who have already given! 
 

 

Please give to  

support the 

 work of the  

Brookville Church 

 

Go to www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787 

  

 

Brookville Church Mission Statement 
 

Brookville Church is a welcoming, friendly and heartfelt community who follows the teachings of Jesus; a message of 

love, acceptance, healing and hope.  We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and therefore embrace 

any age, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic status, marital status, family configuration, 

physical or mental ability or education, and invite the full inclusion of all people into the life and ministries of 

Brookville Church.  We believe diversity enriches our journey together in faith and propels us to an ever expanding 

understanding and experience of God. 
 

mailto:brookvillechurch@gmail.com?subject=BRC%20worship%20vidoe%20request
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
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Reform Ramadan 

Observance 
 

Ramadan is a month of self-

renewal. It gives us an 

opportunity to examine our life 

style and re-center on principles 

of wisdom. We aim to emerge 

from the month stronger 

physically as well as spiritually. 

There are many blessings in Ramadan, here we 

discuss three basic aspects that can help us. 

 

(1) Better Eating Habits 

The hadith of prophet Muhammad in which he says: 

“Fast for you will become healthy," sets the goal for 

us. At another time, when asked why he and his 

companions were so healthy, he said: “We are a 

people who do not eat when we are not hungry, and 

when we eat we do not fill ourselves”.  This is 

timeless wisdom. In modern nutrition science, 

eating less is called ‘Calorie Restriction’. Please 

look up the evidence (at a reputable source such as 

National Institute of 

Health or WebMD) to 

learn how it protects from 

diseases and leads to a 

healthy and  longer life. 

The practice of fasting is 

designed to train us to 

develop this habit. By 

choosing to go without 

food through the day, 

experiencing hunger and 

not eating, day after day 

for a month, a person 

can learn to say no to food even when not fasting. 

Fasting can help us become healthy if we practice it 

the way it was intended, that is, learn to overcome 

the temptation of food. If, on the other hand, a 

person fasts during the day but overeats in the 

evening he or she has defeated the purpose of the 

fast.  

 

In order to be healthy we also want to pay attention 

to what we eat or drink. Every aya in the Quran 

related to food begins with the advice that we eat 

what is tayyib which is translated as pure and 

wholesome.  Our bodies are made up of what we 

eat, and, we owe it to ourselves to give up 

unhealthy foods that we are used to. It is easy to 

look up health impact of what we eat and make 

wise choices.  

There is overwhelming medical evidence that 

excessive eating leads to overweight and obesity, 

which is related to a large number of diseases: high 

blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes, arthritis, 

several types of cancer, Alzheimer’s, abdominal 

hernias, varicose veins, gout and other diseases. 

Fasting is for healthy people: Because the purpose 

is to protect health, people whose health can be 

damaged by food or water deprivation should not 

fast.  People who are sick or weak or malnourished 

are exempted from fasting.  People suffering from 

mental illness such as depression, anxiety or 

schizophrenia should not fast, as well as people 

going through emotional crises such as death in the 

family or divorce. The current corona virus epidemic 

poses a threat to people with poor immunity. If you 

are weak or elderly, it is advisable for you to consult 

your physician if fasting is safe for you. In aya 

(2:184) people who do not fast are 

asked to provide food for a needy 

person for each missed fast. 

 

(2) Work Ethic in Ramadan 

In previous centuries work that 

required mental focus was not 

common. But in modern times 

most professional work is rigorous 

requiring intense concentration for 

long hours. This includes people 

who work with machines or 

instruments and those in 

computer-based professions. Loss of mental acuity 

because of hunger, thirst or sleep deprivation can 

cause mistakes and loss of productivity. Allowing 

such losses to occur without informing your 

employer is dishonest and contrary to the spirit of 

Ramadan. Contributing our best effort for the wages 

we receive is important for maintaining a person’s 

spiritual integrity. 

An honest way is to inform your employer that you 

intend to fast and come to an agreement about how 

any deficiency in your work is to be compensated 

for. It can be by someone else backing you at work, 

Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed 
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or you taking time off for the days 

you fast. If this is not feasible you 

can provide food for the poor 

instead of fasting. 

 

(3) Becoming Mindful in Prayer 

Prayer (salat, dua, zikr) is basic to 
faith. For prayer to help us we 
must be conscious of what we 
say. Prayer performed as a ritual 
in which we are not aware of what 
we are saying is harmful, as 
pointed out in sura 107, ayas 4-5: 
 
There is calamity for those who 
pray, who are unmindful in their 
prayer. 
 
Praying by Arabic words you don’t 

understand causes confusion 

because the mind looks for 

meaning, and not finding any 

wanders in different directions. 

These haphazard thoughts 

become your prayer. We all have 

seen people who have been praying 

in this fashion for years and their 

lives have become empty, weak or 

aimless. 

Prophet Muhammad said that: 

Prayer is your conversation with 

God. Prophet Muhammad prayed in 

his own language, with words he 

deeply understood. Our prayer will 

also become meaningful if we think 

deeply about what we say. We want 

to think about how these words relate 

to our lives.  

Mindful prayer is the major resource 

for a person of faith because what 

we say to God knowingly and 

repeatedly can come to us, as it is 

promised in aya (14;34):  He gives 

you something out of everything you 

ask for. 

Practicing these habits during this 

month can set us on the path to a 

significantly improved life in the years 

to come.  

  

Brag Box 

We are proud to announce Katherine 
Hunt is the newest member of the 
class of 2024 at Macaulay Honors 
College! Katherine will be studying 
Liberal Arts.  NYC here she comes. 

Congratulations to Branch 
Wosham who will be 

attending Duke University 
to study Biomedical 

Engineering. Best of luck! 

Congratulations to Michael 
Johanson who will be attending 

Rochester Institute of 
Technology for Motion Picture 

Science. Way to go Mikey!  We 
wish you well in your studies. 

 

Muslim Reform 

Movement 

Organization (MRMO) 

Quran Study  
by Zoom 

 

May 3, 10, 17 & 31  

2:30 -4:30 p.m.    
All are welcome!     

  
To be invited to the meeting, 

please send an email 

to muslimreform@hotmail.com 

 
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan 

Abdulhameed, author of “The 

Quran & the Life of Excellence” 

mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
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Staying Connected 

Webster’s Dictionary defines virtual 

as almost or nearly as described, 

but not completely or according to 

strict definition. 

 

Some of us are asking, “Why is this 

happening?” But can we adjust our 

thinking to ask, “Now that we are 

here, how can we deal with this?”  How can we 

continue to be faithful in our community when we 

are unable to gather in the sanctuary at Brookville? 

 

As we adjust to our “new normal” daily lives, where 

social distancing is paramount in putting a stop to 

the global COVID-19 pandemic, all around the 

world people have had to get creative with finding 

new ways to connect with others while remaining 

apart. While human face-to-face interaction is not 

permitted during this time, there are still a handful 

of ways that you can still see and interact with 

others, thanks to all amazing sorts of technologies.   

 

Members of the 

Interfaith 

Community of 

Long Island have 

had the wonderful 

opportunity to connect to clergy and fellow 

members in a variety of virtual gatherings:  

 

Virtual Palm Sunday 

Virtual Seder 

Virtual Easter 

Virtual Shabbat 

Virtual Worship Celebration 

Virtual Children’s Classes 

 

We will be okay.  Your IFC is here for you!  Be 

sure to check your email for upcoming virtual 

events and stay connected via our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/ 

 

 
  

Christine Mankes 

 

Brookville Church's  

staff is modeling  

by example the  

need for protective  

"gear" as they comply  

with the requests to  

wear masks while out. 

 

https://hauteliving.com/2020/03/we-the-best-foundation-partners-direct-relief-fight-covid-19/685357/
https://hauteliving.com/2020/03/we-the-best-foundation-partners-direct-relief-fight-covid-19/685357/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
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Shavuot – The Ordinary 

Holiday  

 

Shavuot is the “Festival of the 

Giving of the Torah” at Mount 

Sinai, which occurs seven weeks 

after Passover. Shavuot is a two-

day holiday which falls on the 6th 

and 7th of the Hebrew month of 

Sivan, this year corresponding to 

May 29th - 30th.  The Torah was 

given by G-d to the Jewish people 

on Mount Sinai more than 3,300 years ago. Every 

year on the holiday of Shavuot we renew our 

acceptance of G-d’s gift, and G-d “re-gives” the 

Torah.   

 
It is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot 
because Jewish tradition compares the words of 
Torah to the sweetness of milk and honey. Blintzes 
and cheesecake are among the popular foods to 
make and enjoy for the holiday. 
 
However, unlike other Jewish holidays, there are 
very few laws unique to Shavuot – there are no 
lengthy prayers, no lists of “dos: and “do nots” – 
nothing other than going to synagogue to hear the 
reading of the Ten Commandments.  So, why does 
this holiday seem so ordinary? 
 
Well, in order to understand Shavuot, we have to 
examine the Torah/world relationship.   
 
The Torah is G-d’s own wisdom. It existed long 
before there was a world. But 
G-d wasn’t happy with this 
wisdom staying in the spiritual 
realm. G-d wanted a physical 
world where this wisdom 
would be studied, and its 
commandments observed. To 
make things challenging, G-d 
created obstacles and 
distractions, but these were 
merely masks that concealed 
the world’s true purpose: an 
activity center for Torah. 
 

The Torah is the world’s genetic makeup.  The 
Torah reveals what the world was always meant to 
be: a home for G-d.  The sages teach that when 
G-d spoke the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, 
G-d’s voice had no echo.  An echo is created when 
a sound meets with a substance that resists it; 
instead of absorbing its waves, the substance 
repels them, bouncing them back to the void.  The 
voice of the Ten Commandments had no echo 
because it permeated every object in the universe.  
Every object was saturated by its message.  The 
Torah is the DNA of the world. 
   
Imagine invisible threads connecting you to all 
other people; all tiny fibers in a tapestry-matrix 
woven together from all the cells and atoms of the 
universe.  Close your eyes; feel as one with 
yourself, one with others, one with the universe.  
Put aside all the differences and disagreements.  
Become one human with one heart – all connected. 
 
Each year on Shavuot, when we re-experience 
Mount Sinai, we show our appreciation for Torah 
through normal eating and celebrating - without any 
special rules. For the Torah does not introduce a 
new reality, but rather sheds light, purpose and 
sanctity into everything that is already here now.  
 
Even cheesecake and blintzes. 
 

The Torah is Life. The Torah is Knowledge. The Torah is 

Love. The Torah is Joy. 

 

Wishing you a Happy Shavuot, 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen

 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, 

HaKohen 
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Click here to download this flyer 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Linda/Desktop/BRC/!SYNAGOGUE%20OF%20MONTH%205780%20-%20flyer%20ZOOM.pdf
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Counting our Blessings 

 

The New Synagogue of Long Island had their first ever 

virtual First Night Seder and it was a hit.  Thank you to 

Steven Schombs for administering the Zoom room and to 

Rabbi Paris, Rabbi Scott and Cantor Irene for helping 

lead this creative and heavenly experience. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
This Easter Sunday at Brookville Church 
was like no other.  Around 50 people met 
on Zoom for a live "virtual" Resurrection 
Celebration.  We celebrated the Risen 
Lord together.Our Minister of Music, Carol 
Goglia was alone in the sanctuary playing 
the organ, Rev. Vicky preached and led 
the service from her mother's apartment in 
Missouri and the congregation were in their 
respective homes, sheltering in place to 
help flatten the curve of the 
coronavirus. Thank you to Steven 
Schombs, who administered our Easter 
Service and seems to be our Multifaith 
Campus technician during this pandemic. 
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As we are all complying with the stay at home orders, there are still ways 
that we can serve others.  The Cortale family found a creative way to 

use their talents and time to 
do something to give back to 
the community by making 
masks to donate to the Glen 
Cove Nursing and Rehab 
facility for their staff and 
patients. 
 
Thank you to Ivanni and 
Emilia for making the masks 
and to Frank who dropped 
them off at the nursing and 
rehab facility. 

 

  

Jessica, Maddison, Elyssa and Phoenix watching 
the Palm Sunday worship service 

Poem shared by Shari Johanson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join our Zoom Prayer Gathering on 

Thursday May 7th at 7 PM. Click here 

to request the Zoom invitation. 
 

mailto:brookvillechurch@gmail.com?subject=BRC%20worship%20vidoe%20request
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During the last six weeks that I have been with my mother in Missouri, I 
have learned so much about my mom that I didn't know.  One new 
discovery is that she is a great poet.  I'd like to share this poem entitled: 
These Things Live On because it fits so well with what we are 
experiencing as a nation and world right now during this pandemic.  I 
hope it will bring some solace to those who read it. 

 

~ Rev. Vicky

 

Thank you to Maddy Cirker for 
writing new lyrics to Imagine 
and titling it: Imagine there's 
no COVID.  She sang a 
beautiful solo in our online 
worship service on April 19th 

 

Imagine there's no covid  
I can’t even if I try  
No air between us  
Reaching only for the sky  
Imagine all the people  
Livin' right outside  
Ah  
 
Imagine there's no wasting  
all this precious time  
No one to fight or turn for  
And no isolation, too  
Imagine all the people  
Livin' life in peace  
You  
 
You may say I'm a dreamer  
But I'm not the only one  
I hope someday you'll join us  
And the world will be as one  
 
Imagine no dissension  
I wonder if you can  
No need for strain or 
stiffness  
A life of “hand in hand”  
Imagine all the people  
Sharing all the world  
You  
 
You may say I'm a dreamer  
But I'm not the only one  
I hope someday you'll join us  
And the world will live as one 
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The Next Chapter 
Stay In -- Stay Safe.  Nancy and I have been quite true to the plea.  I have a West 
Point classmate who lives in Georgia and they are even more Stay In—only venturing 
out to the mailbox once a day. You may be ready to burst out if it was safe enough, 
staying in is tedious filled with same old, same old.  I made a brief diary of a few recent 
ho-hum days around the house. 
 
Day 1.  Picked dandelions with Nancy. Filled two bags. Thought that was enough for a 
few weeks. 

Day 2.  I like sardines for lunch, but got a bummer, a pack with yellow mustard had been part of a store shelf 
error. Yuck, but I ate it.  

Day 3.   More dandelions. No help from Nancy.  Put 320 in the bag. 
Day 4.  We have a new governor to know. Gov. Murphy of NJ.  That’s a real big deal part of moving…all 

new allegiances. He’s okay. 
Day 5.   Back to dandelions.  380 cut out of ground-- roots and all. 
Day 6.  Sunday church service in the living room - online. For the first attempt it was great to be whisked 

back to Brookville. 
Day 7.   Our new stove has forced us to read and pay attention. Which burner switch is FRONT and which 

switch controls the REAR?   We mess that up at least once each day. 
Day 8.   Outdoors I found Nancy with a handful of dandelion flowers. She does it the French way – off with 

their heads. 
Day 9.   Was reading a Yankee magazine and there was an article about South Rhode Island. The state is 

hardly big enough for two parts. I have biked in at a lot. It is a lovely state, its people are proud of 
their place in America. 

Day 10. There is a sweet gum tree a couple of houses away on our upwind side. It has brown, round, thorny 
seed pods – thousands blow onto our lawn! I have raked the yard five times. I’m beginning to hate 
dandelions less. 

Day 11. Reading Yankee magazine again at lunchtime. Saw an advertisement for North Country Buoy Bell 
Wind Chimes from Maine. My brother gave us one 30 years ago and I had just hung it again, this 
time on the corner eave of this New Jersey house. The three tones remind us of good times cruising 
on our boat in New England. 

Day 12. The Asbury Park Press, a Gannet paper, is NOT a worthy replacement for Newsday. Today’s 24-
page issue has 4 pages of obituaries, 8 pages of public notices and one full page exclaiming the 
benefits of subscribing to the A.P.P.  Take away the Corona Virus news and it would be an empty 
paper. 

Day 13. Sunday again.  Much improved service. Hearing and seeing our friends, our pastor, and our organ 
in the Sanctuary.  Wonderful. 

 
There is no moment of my life, past, present or future, when Brookville Reformed Church will not have a 
part in it.  I do not have to remember it because there is no forgetting it. Here I am still writing to you, I was 
supposed to be retired and gone. What will become of this new connection?  I will leave it to God. He 
always gives me the push needed to begin the Next Chapter. 
 

~Branch Worsham 
 

Branch Worsham 


