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Campus 

 
Mission Statement 

To build a multifaith 
community of people from 
different faiths who connect 
to one another by 
embracing similarities while 
celebrating differences. 
 
Brookville Multifaith 
Campus invites you to 
discover a spiritual 
community made up of 
different religious 
groups.  Together we 
promote cross cultural 
understanding, peace 
building, and a strong 
commitment to 
service.  Each group 
maintains its own religious 
identity but fosters an open 
environment for learning, 
celebrating and honoring 
each distinct religion.   
 

Vision Statement 
Through learning 
opportunities, essential 
partnerships, and 
occasional shared worship 
experiences, our campus 
welcomes all who want to 
learn, question and grow, 
while making a positive and 
lasting impact in the 
community and world. 
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all   

have  

love in  

common! 

  
Brookville Reformed Church 
BrookvilleChurch.org  
brookvillechurch@gmail.com 
 516-626-0414 
Rev. Vicky Eastland, Pastor 
vickyleastland@gmail.com  
Carol Goglia, Minister of Music  
cgoglia@aol.com 

 

  
The New Synagogue of Long Island 
newsynagogue.li@gmail.com 
newsynagogue-li.org 
Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen 
Rabbi Scott Matous 
Cantor Irene Failenbogen 

 

 
The Interfaith Community of Long Island 
Interfaithli.org 
Cantor Irene Failenbogen & Rev. Bill 
McBride, Directors of Education 
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Rev. Enid Kessler, Spiritual Advisor                       
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Muslim Reform Movement Organization 
Mrmo.org 
Dr Sultan Abdulhameed 
muslimreform@hotmail.com 

 

Bible Riddle: 
 

Who was the greatest 
comedian in the Bible? 

    February 

 2020 

Multifaith Campus 
Brookville 

NEWS Where our doors and 

hearts are always open! 
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Why Give? 

 
I was raised in the church.  
Baptized as an infant in the United 
Methodist denomination and 
raised in a Presbyterian church 
where I was confirmed and felt the 

call to go into the ministry as my vocation.  It was 
in the church that I learned about the concept of 
tithing.  The Bible uses 
the word tithe to mean a 
giving of a tenth of your 
annual earnings, 
produce or livestock.   
2 Chronicles 31:5 
actually says to give of 
the first fruits, which to 
me means, off the top, 
not from the leftovers 
after all the other bills 
are paid.  
 
I think we get so caught 
up in our materialism in 
this country that we 
forget how the rest of the world lives.  We may 
think that if Jesus came back today, he would 
understand that we have a mortgage to pay and 
property tax that is through the roof.  This concept 
of tithing may seem outdated, old fashioned, not 
practical in today’s world. So, if you think that 
giving a tenth of all your earnings is radical, listen 
to this: 
 

• I think a tenth is not the limit we are to give but 
actually just a baseline. 

• And I think that our giving should not be 
compulsory but rather an outpouring of the 
evidence of our love for God. 

 
Generosity is not only a Christian principal but one 
that is shared by our Abrahamic sisters and 
brothers.  One of the five pillars of Islam is Zakāt 
which is Charity.  The Islamic principal is the 
practice of charitable giving based on accumulated 
wealth.  The word zakāt can be defined as 
purification and growth because it allows an 
individual to achieve balance and encourages new 
growth.  It is the personal responsibility of each 
Muslim to ease the economic hardship of others 
and to strive toward eliminating inequality. 
 
 

In Judaism, the principal of charity is called 
Tzedakah ערקה  This word is derived from the 
Hebrew root Tzadei-Dalet-Qof, which means 
righteousness, justice or fairness.  Helping the 
poor and needy is a duty in Judaism, but it is not 
really viewed as a magnanimous act by the 
wealthy for the benefit of the needy, but rather an 
act of justice in giving the poor their fair share.  
According to Jewish tradition, the spiritual benefit 
of giving to the poor is so great that a beggar 

actually does the giver 
a favor by giving a 
person the opportunity 
to perform tzedakah.  
This is the idea that the 
giver is blessed by the 
giving.  

 
Giving is something 
that is asked of 
everyone, not just the 
rich.  The Bible has 
many stories of people 
giving all that they had, 
even when what they 
had was only a few 

coins or their last loaf of bread.  When we hoard 
things for ourselves, we are saying to God, “I don’t 
trust you to provide for my needs.”  
 
The ultimate goal of generosity is to glorify God.  
Generous giving produces loving relationships 
between the giver, the receiver and God.  Don’t we 
need more love in this world? Those who exercise 
this spiritual practice know the rewards of 
generosity.  If you have not made giving a part of 
your spiritual life, I challenge you to try it.  The 
blessings you receive in return will be all you need 
as evidence that giving not only blesses the one 
who receives but also the giver.   
 
Serving the Giver of all good things, 
Rev. Vicky 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously. Each of you should give what 

you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work. As it is written: 

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

    their righteousness endures forever.’” 

    -2nd Corinthians 9:6-9 

   

 

 

 

Go to www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787 

  

 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
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 “Every blade of grass has its Angel 
that bends over it and whispers, 
“Grow, grow.”” 

~The Talmud 

 

Tu B’Shevat, or the “New Year of 

the Trees,” is Jewish Arbor Day. 

The holiday is observed on the 15th  

(tu) of the Hebrew month of Shevat 

(this year corresponding to February 10th).  Tu 

B’Shevat was an agricultural festival, marking the 

emergence of spring. The holiday has become a tree-

planting festival in Israel, in which Israelis and Jews 

around the world plant trees in 

honor or in memory of loved ones 

and friends. 

 

Tu B’Shevat is a holiday that 

brings us back to nature. After all, 

this is a time of year when we 

could easily lose sight of the 

beauty of nature. The sky is often 

gray. The days are often short.  Tu 

B’Shevat reminds us that spring is 

going to happen after all, the blue sky will come back 

and flowers will bloom again. It is a holiday that 

hinges on hope and possibility. The tree is a symbol 

of life; belief in the face of doubt; strength amidst 

uncertainty.  

 

The Torah compares man to “a tree of the field.”  I 

offer several valuable lessons we can learn from 

trees. 

 

Always grow towards the light - As 

we go through life, we must always 

move towards the light, reaching 

ever higher for that which is beyond 

us. 

 

Even the smallest scratch can have 

lasting effects - A seemingly small 

scratch on a young sapling can leave 

a lasting scar on the fully-grown tree. 

Think, then, about how critical the 

formative years are - and how 

careful we must be when educating 

our children. 

 

Provide refuge for others - A tree selflessly 

provides shade and shelter. Be a source of comfort 

for others and provide resources for those in need. 

 

Grow sweet fruits for others to enjoy - Beyond 

providing shade, a tree also bears fruit. Reach out to 

others; bring sweetness and sustenance into their 

lives. 

 

Let your leaves return to the earth – The leaves of 

a tree fall to the earth to enrich the soil. We must give 

back to the world to sustain others. 

 

Be supple in the wind - Only a tree that can bend in 

the wind will survive a storm. 

Likewise, we must be accepting 

of what G-d sends - never 

breaking or giving up hope. 

 

Grow stronger through your 

life experiences - The rings of a 

tree record its growth.   We all 

must continue to grow, always 

adding another level of wisdom, 

as we face life’s challenges.   

 

Be impactful - Trees not only provide immediate 

benefits like shade, wood, and food, but also enrich 

the ecosystem, filter the air, and give off oxygen. 

Make a lasting impact on the world. 

 

Never underestimate the power of a single act of 

kindness or a single moment of teaching. Always be 

ready to create a tree - a stable, warm environment 

where visitors might find a helping 

hand, a listening ear and a 

sympathetic heart.  It helps the 

people around you, and it might help 

someone else down the line.  Who 

knows? That someone might even 

turn out to be you! 

 

 “As my ancestors planted for me, so 

too I plant for my children and my 

children’s children.” 

~The Talmud 
 
 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen 

  

Please join The New 

Synagogue of Long 

Island for Shabbat 

Service on the first 

Friday of every 

month at 7 pm. 
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 Impact of Climate Change on Hajj  
By Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed

 

The Muslim pilgrimage or Hajj 

takes place in and around Mecca 

in the Arabian Desert. About 2.3 million Muslims 

performed Hajj in 2019 and the number is 

expected to increase in future years. 

 

A recent study 

published by climate 

scientists at MIT has 

reported that air 

temperature and 

humidity in the 

Mecca region are 

increasing faster than 

global average 

resulting in acute 

heat stress in the hot 

season which 

extends April to 

October. In the last 

30 years, a heat 

stress danger index 

established by the US National Weather service 

was exceeded in 60 % of years when Hajj was 

in summer. A pilgrim typically spends between 

20 to 30 hours outdoors over a five day period. 

Because of overcrowding and extreme heat 

1426 pilgrims died in a stampede in 1990 and 

more than 2000 perished in 2015, years in which 

the danger threshold was exceeded. Climate 

models project a 73% probability that the heat 

stress danger index will be exceeded in 2020 

(when Hajj will be in July-August)  and expected 

to rise to even more dangerous levels in future 

years.  

 

Climate conditions in Mecca are typical of arid 

parts of the Middle East and North Africa, with 

hot summers and warm winters. Oil is the major 

source of revenue for many countries in this 

region and therefore climate change has not 

been highlighted in public discourse. Now that 

adverse impact on Hajj—one of the pillars of 

Islamic faith—has been clearly documented, we 

hope that the report by MIT scientists gets wide 

attention and raises Muslim awareness of the 

dangers of climate warming. 

 

We can urge 

governments in 

the region to 

change their 

policies, but real 

and lasting 

change is 

possible only with 

greater 

awareness 

among Muslims. 

Imams and other 

Islamic teachers 

can play an 

important role 

because 

protection of the 

earth and those who live on it is a key spiritual 

value in Islam. In the Quran, man is called the 

vicegerent of God on the Earth, and therefore 

responsible for its upkeep. The Quran presents 

a holistic ecological perspective by underlining 

the unity of all life forms by saying “There is no 

creature that crawls on the Earth, nor bird that 

flies upon its wings, but that they are 

communities like you”, and it speaks of those 

who are wasteful as “brothers of Satan”. 

 

All Muslims deeply believe that Prophet 

Muhammad is their role model, and in the words 

of the Quran, “a mercy to all beings.” It is then 

our urgent responsibility to emphasize the 

environment preserving  aspects of his legacy, 

that he lived a frugal life, free of excess and 

waste, renewed and recycled his belongings by 

repairing them or giving them to others;  

(continued on page 5….) 

Part of Hajj is to pray going around the Ka’ba seven times 
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conserved water even when washing for prayer, 

forbade cutting down trees even in war, 

established protected areas (himas) for wildlife 

and vegetation, became angry when a man took 

baby birds from a nest and ordered him to return 

them to their mother, and  when he saw a man 

lit fire to an anthill, commanded, “Put it out, put it 

out!”. 

 

The Muslim community must find ways to 

mitigate the environmental impact of Hajj. It is a 

requirement only once in a 

lifetime, but many wealthy 

people go repeatedly, thus 

contributing to overcrowding 

and the carbon footprint. 

Umrah (a lesser version of 

Hajj) is not a religious 

obligation but many go to 

perform Umrah again and 

again. 

 

About 14 percent of the 

greenhouse gases come from 

raising cattle. There is 

overconsumption of meat in 

the Muslim culture and many 

consider eating meat as part of 

Muslim identity. Every person 

at hajj is expected to sacrifice 

at least one animal. Millions of 

cattle are raised for this purpose 

annually and brought to Saudi Arabia from as far 

away as New Zealand. Following tradition, many 

Muslims around the world also sacrifice cattle to 

observe Eid-al-Adha on the last day of Hajj. It is 

estimated that about 100 million animals are 

sacrificed on that day worldwide. 

 Muslims need to get involved with protecting the 

environment. We need to rethink our lifestyles 

and step back from throwaway consumerism. It 

is indeed our religious duty to reduce our carbon 

footprint. 

 
 

Muslim Reform Movement Organization (MRMO) 

Quran Study in the Fellowship Hall 
February 9 & 23, 2:30 -4:30 p.m.    

All are welcome!     
  

• 2:30 PM: Quran Study:  Benefit from Quran’s wisdom through a participatory discussion of 

selected verses that guide us to uplift our lives. 

• 4:00 PM: Reformed Muslim prayer:  Join congregational prayer in Arabic and English.  Men and 

Women pray together. 

Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed, “The Quran & the Life of Excellence” 

Pilgrims on the way to jamarat for the ritual of throwing stones at Satan 
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History Corner 
This poem from 1921 was found in some papers belonging to Ida Hegeman Youngs by her 

great granddaughter Paula Youngs Weir, who helps run the farm which was established in 

1893.    The Hegemans were a founding family of Brookville Church back in 1732. The road 

where the Youngs Farm is located was named after the family, Hegeman's Lane, Old 

Brookville. Stop by their farm shop Tuesdays through Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 5 

p.m. (after Feb. 6) to pick up one of their famous pies or other homemade offerings. 

The text of the poem is: 

AN APRIL SOCIAL 

By the Ladies Aid of Brookville Reformed Church 

Thursday evening February 24th, 1921. 

 

This little apron is sent to you, 

And this is what we wish you'd do,  

The little pocket you plainly see  

For a special purpose is meant to be.  

Now measure your waist-line, inch by inch,  

And see that the measure does not pinch. 

For each small inch that you measure around,  

In the pocket put a penny sound.  

The game is fair you will admit, 

You waist your money, - we pocket it!  

Then bring to the Parish Room at the hour of eight 

On the 24th of February, remember the date.  

There'll be a program and lots of cheer, 

And a very good time, you need not fear.  

While the money your pockets so freely pay,  

For the debt will be used in the wisest way. 

 

  

Brookville Church Mission Statement:
Brookville Church is a welcoming, friendly and heartfelt community who follows the teachings of Jesus; a 

message of love, acceptance, healing and hope.  We affirm that all people are beloved children of God and 

therefore embrace any age, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic status, marital status, 

family configuration, physical or mental ability or education, and invite the full inclusion of all people into the 

life and ministries of Brookville Church.  We believe diversity enriches our journey together in faith and propels 

us to an ever expanding understanding and experience of God. 

If you long for connection with God and others in an open and affirming Christian community, 

then join Brookville Church Sundays at 10 a.m. for uplifting worship and fellowship. 

https://youngs.farm/
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Commitment 

By Christine Mankes 

I am a proud member 

of the Interfaith 

Community of Long 

Island (IFC).  Many 

interfaith families that I 

know choose to either 

focus on one religious faith or none at all.  For my 

husband and I, our decision had always been to 

“do both” and the IFC was a perfect fit for us.  It 

offered a supportive community of families that 

were just like us - families that wanted to do 

something - that wanted to honor the religious 

traditions of both parents.  The IFC is a meaningful 

part of our lives and it is a commitment that we 

choose to make. 

 

At least two times each month, we drive 35 

minutes from home to the Brookville Multifaith 

Campus so that our children can attend dual faith 

education classes. At times, it is not easy.  It is 

easily a minimum of two hours, between driving 

and class time, to dedicate on a Sunday morning.  

At times, it would be easier to just not go.  But our 

family chose to make a commitment to the IFC.   

 

Once a month I receive my reminder email to 

submit my IFC article for the Brookville Multifaith 

Campus newsletter. I also have an alarm set on 

my phone each month to remind me!   This is 

something I signed up to do, and I want to 

contribute my part, and yet each month I am 

scrounging for time (and inspiration!) to write.  

Being pulled in so many directions, as we all are, I 

find it difficult to write sometimes.  Being a wife, 

mom, teacher, daughter, sister, friend, neighbor 

and all the responsibilities that come with all of 

those “hats” can be overwhelming and there is a 

quasi-competition for “who” wins.  At times, it 

would be easier to just not write.  But I have 

chosen to make a commitment to the IFC.   

 

As a member of the Brookville Multifaith Campus 

prayer chain, I will occasionally receive emails with 

prayer requests for our community.  Requests are 

for our members or family or friends of our 

members.  It is a beautiful thing to pray for each 

other, people of many different faiths.  To share 

setbacks and losses, but also praise and success, 

binds us together and transcends religious 

differences.  This is a commitment that I chose to 

make for myself and for our community. 

 

More recently, in last month’s newsletter, Rev. 

Vicky’s article included a request for members to 

participate in a prayer group.  I emailed her to let 

her know I was interested.  Growing up, my 

parents had instilled in me the power of prayer, 

and I have passed that on to my own children.  But 

belonging to a prayer group would be another 

commitment.  Another long drive, on a weeknight, 

after a long day at work.  However, even after only 

attending two prayer group meetings, I know that 

this will be another commitment that I will choose 

to make.  Because it is about choice.  The choice 

we made to marry a spouse of a different faith, the 

choice to educate our children in a dual-faith 

setting, the choice to pray for, and with others of 

different faiths, and the choice to also meet face-

to-face to lift up ourselves and others with the 

power of prayer… these are all commitments that I 

choose to make - - for myself, my family and our 

interfaith community. 

  
Interfaith Community Classes are 

scheduled on Sundays, 

 2/9, 3/15, 3/29, 4/5, 4/19, & 5/17, 

5/31 at 11:00 AM 

----------------------------------- 

H.S. Rap with the Rev/Rabbi meets 

3/15, 4/19 & 5/31 at 11:00 AM 

Would you  

like to join the circle?   

Join with Rev. Vicky and others  

on the first Thursdays of the month at 

7:15 p.m. in the pastor’s study to share 

and pray, either aloud or in silence. We 

will pray for loved ones, the community 

and the world. ALL are welcome! 

Upcoming dates: 

 February 6, March 5  

& April 2 
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Happy New Year to all! I want to thank everyone 
who participated in our special services for the 
Advent/Christmas season. The kids of our multifaith 

campus took over the church service on December 15 and 
produced an amazing service, completely performed by them. I 
am so proud of our youth. You rocked it!! 
Thank you Gabe Cirker, Leah Cirker, Maddy Cirker, Colton 
Kalvert, Penelope Kalvert, Weston Kalvert, Jack Kelleher, Siena 
Manheim, Violet Manheim, Danny Mankes, Alaina Pinto, Robert 
Ross, Hailey Schombs, Cara Schombs and  Samuel 
Weinberger. 
 
Our Christmas choir was so special and complimented the 
beautiful service perfectly. Thank you Hal Davidson, Lisa 
Denison, William Denison, Antonia Petrash, Andrea Schimansky, 
Samuel Weinberger, Jasper Weinberger, Branch Worsham, B.J. 
Worsham and Rachel Worsham. 
 
Special thanks to Samuel Weinberger who sang the Little 
Drummer Boy accompanied by his father, Roy, on percussion. 
 
Special thanks to Hailey Schombs for performing a solo on 
saxophone. 
 
We have many plans for the coming season. Our youth will host 
a Coffeehouse concert to raise money to send kids to camp. 
Also, we will begin rehearsing for a June play. We will be very 
busy. Look forward to hearing about these events in the next 
newsletter. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone from the 
multifaith campus for the gifts you gave me. I am blessed to 
work in this amazing campus, and I am humbled by your gifts.
 
Yours, 
Carol 
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Brag Box 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Emilia Cortale who has a part in 

Newsies at Jericho High School, March 5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the 
Calhoun Colts Robotics 
team!  They made the 
semifinals and won the 
Judges Award!  We are 
very proud of these kids! 
One of our own was on 
the team. Way to go 
Michael Johanson! 
 

 
On January 5th Brookville Church Ordained 
Frank Cortale to the office of Deacon and 
Ivanni Cortale to the office of Elder as well as 
Installing Lisa Denison as Elder and Hank 
Surig as Deacon, both to serve a 2nd term.   
 
In addition to the four who were Ordained and 
Installed, Tom Field is serving as Elder and 
John Kelleher is serving as Deacon.   
 
Please pray for our spiritual leaders that they 
will lead with integrity, striving to work for the 
unity, purity and peace of God's holy church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia Leppard won first 

place in her school’s Science 

Fair. She taught people through 

her project that our cell phones 

are filthy. So we pass along her 

Public Service Announcement: 

Clean your cell phones with an 

appropriate cleaner every day! 

Congratulations Georgia! 

During the four weeks of Advent, leading up to Christmas, several of the young teen girls from Brookville 
Church and the Interfaith Community portrayed Mary as she learned from the angel Gabriel that she would 
conceive the son of God and become the mother of Jesus Christ.  Through these monologues we 
witnessed Mary's journey that led to the birth of Jesus in a lowly stable over two thousand years ago.  We 
want to thank Maddy Cirker, Emilia Cortale, Katherine Hunt and Alaina Pinto who did such a wonderful job 
bringing Mary to life, allowing us to see the humanity of the mother of Jesus. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Maddy Cirker                    Emilia Cortale                       Katherine Hunt                          Alaina Pinto 
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The founder of the LGBT Network, David Kilmnick, PhD, MSW, President and CEO along with 

Lauren Corcoran-Doolin, Vice President for External Affairs will be attending and speaking at our 

event.  Check out their website at: www.lgbtnetwork.com 
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THE NEXT CHAPTER    

There are many moments in a day - ones that 
pass away and others which have a special way 
of staying around.  Moments are like the sand 
on a beach, small, of no significance and yet 
some of them are bright and shiny and can hold 
our interest. One moment can return as a 
memory and connect our thoughts 
with the occasion that the moment 
arrived, and it recalls for us the 
whole occasion. 
  
While driving on a recent Sunday 
I was  listening to Sirius XM radio's Southern 
Gospel music and there was a moment when a 
song was played that expanded to fill my mind 
with a special event that will never be forgotten 
by me and perhaps also those of you who were 
in the same place and time with me. 
  
On the radio were the words in the song "Whom 
Shall I Send?"   It has always been a powerful 
song as God asks, "Whom shall I send?"  Who 
will go to tend his people?  But now, for me it fills 
a much large time frame.  In the Book of Isiah is 
written this; “Also I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying: Whom shall I send?  Then said I, Here I 
am, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8). 
  
Now comes the part of this Chapter that 
memorializes this moment.  At a Multifaith event 
in the church Sanctuary Amy Schombs was 
telling the gathered people how she came to be 
there, how she was struggling with her emotions 
and then she heard the song and it spoke to her 
heart.  Her life was changed.  I cannot write well 
enough to explain how she must have felt, but 
her words bear a striking resemblance to what 
church folk might call a “testimony”.  This is the 
best description for the remarkable exclamation 
by a young Jewish woman, to a mixed faith 
assemblage. That is what testimonies are 
meant for -- to exclaim and enthuse others. 
  
What I can tell you is that every time I hear those 
words my eyes tear up, yes even that day in the 
car and again tonight as I played the video on 
YouTube. I encourage you to spend a few 
minutes listening to the words and melody. I 
have heard Amy tell her story twice and read it  

 
once -- it is now memorialized and with me 
anytime that moment occurs.  She would share 
it with you if you ask. 
  
This short Chapter tells one of the many 
blessings that have been sent my way from the 
friends made in the Multifaith group.  My own 

faith has expanded 
thanks to these 
friends and my time 
spent with them in 
their worship and 
gatherings. I know I 

am not alone in the joy coming from the sharing 
of our diversity and our common love. 
And I love you especially, Amy. 
 

Branch Worsham                                     

Answer to riddle:   
Samson -- he brought the house down  

 

Support the Brookville Reformed Church  

by shopping at smile.amazon.com 

Dear Friends, we wish to express our deep 

gratitude for your generous end-of-the-

year gift.  Your kindness was overwhelming!  

Thank you so much!! 

Rev. Vicky Eastland 

Linda Hees, Administrative Assistant 

Rigo Melara, Sexton 

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying: Whom shall I send?  Then said 

I, Here I am, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8). 

http://smile.amazon.com/

