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A Journal Entry 
When I was younger I used to journal.  In fact I have an old immigrant’s trunk that is full of my 
old journals.  A friend kept it for me for a year while I went off to seminary.  She used to joke 
that she was holding my life in her possession.  I would write down my hopes and dreams, 
my short comings, deepest longings and fears. When I got older, I would take a yearly silent 
retreat, staying in monasteries and convents for a long weekend, usually around the 
beginning of a new year. I would walk, and sit and pray and journal. Part of that yearly retreat 
would be reading over the past year’s journal entries and noticing how I had grown over the 
last year.  I would be amazed at the wisdom written on some of those pages; the painful self-

awareness, but also the deep insight into my own shortcomings and my longings to be better, to do better 
and to grow.                       

Continued on page 3  

Some thoughts from campus leaders

Rev. Vicky 
Eastland

Shavuot 

Shavuot is the “Festival of the Giving of the Torah” at Mount Sinai, which occurs seven 
weeks after Passover. Shavuot is a two-day holiday which falls on the 6th and 7th of the 
Hebrew month of Sivan, this year corresponding to May 16th - May 18th.  The Torah was 
given by G-d to the Jewish people on Mount Sinai more than 3,300 years ago. Every year on 
the holiday of Shavuot we renew our acceptance of G-d’s gift, and G-d “re-gives” the Torah.  
It is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot because Jewish tradition compares the words 
of Torah to the sweetness of milk and honey. Blintzes and cheesecake are among the 
popular foods to make and enjoy for the holiday. 

Continued on page 5

Rabbi  
Stuart Paris, 

HaKohen

Spring Fever at the Interfaith Community of L.I. (IFCLI) 
Matza, eggs, and cheese, OH MY!  Spring has sprung at the 
Interfaith Community of Long Island!  The season started off with a 
virtual Passover Seder on Sunday, March 27th.  The following 
Saturday, our Brookville Multifaith Campus was thrilled to host their 
first in-person event since the Coronavirus outbreak on Long 
Island: the Annual Easter Egg Hunt!  It was a beautiful spring 
afternoon and the children had a fun time participating in a socially-distant egg hunt!  The 
following Sunday was the beautiful virtual Easter Service. 

Our IFCLI adults had fun too!  Instead of hunting for Easter eggs, the adults hunted for knowledge about 
cheese at our virtual cheese tasting on April 17th.  We had such a fun time tasting and learning about 
different cheeses, drinking wine and showing off our charcuterie board skills!  More adult social events are 
being planned for the future!  Stay tuned and check your email. 

Continued on page 7

Christine 
Mankes

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org


 Brookville Multifaith Campus News, May 2021                                                      Page 3

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

  

Muslim Reform Movement Organization 
Quran Study by Zoom  

Every Sunday  2:30 - 4:30 p.m.  
All are welcome!  

To be invited to the meeting, please send an email to mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com  
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed, author of “The Quran & the Life of Excellence”

A Journal Entry  ...continued from page 2


Once I got married and 
wrapped up in full-time 
ministry, those journal 
entries became fewer 
and fewer.  I only 
journaled when I was 
upset and needed to 
get it out on paper. The 

trunk now sits in a spare room, still containing “my 
life,” at least my past life.  

When the pandemic started, a friend who works 
with children of all ages, encouraged them to 
journal about their experiences.  She would tell 
them that they were living through an 
unprecedented time in history and that to 
document it would be invaluable for their children 
and grandchildren to read someday. This past year 
has been so scary that I haven’t wanted to 
document it in writing or even save newspaper 
clippings to keep as a time capsule of this once in 
a century collective experience we have all been 
through.  At first I couldn’t watch the news and hear 
the daily stats of the number of deaths occurring 
because an invisible virus took them before they 
could even grasp what was happening.  I could 
hardly stand the painful thought of loved ones 
dying alone in hospital beds without family being 
able to be by their side or the compounding grief of 
a lack of the rituals surrounding death, like wakes 
and sitting shiva, funerals and burials.  It was all 
too overwhelming for me. These are such 

important events for the living to have proper 
closure.   

We have longed for normalcy, for human contact, 
for activities and celebrations and just life as we 
used to know it, pre-COVID.  As more and more 
people are getting vaccinated we hold in tension 
the hope for the future with the reality of 575,000 
lives lost by this virus in our country alone.  We 
want things to go back to normal and yet we are 
faced with the reality that normal will never look 
like it did before.  This can be disconcerting, but it 
can also be hopeful.  Many of us have learned new 
skills we never had a desire to learn and are 
finding that these new skills have enriched our 
lives.  We have learned how to navigate pain and 
loss and we are stronger for it.  For many, the 
pandemic has re-awakened a connection with 
God.  We have realized that we can still worship 
God together through a new world called Zoom.  It 
has kept us connected, especially during the times 
when we were not able to leave our homes. 

We are stronger than we think and this past year 
has shown us that.  “And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love God and 
are called according to God’s purpose.” (Romans 
8:28)  We have come this far, God will see us 
through to the other side of this pandemic as we 
stay connected to one another.   

It felt good to journal again.  Thanks for reading my 
first entry in years. 
	 	 	 	 ~ Rev. Vicky 

mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
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Schedule: 
May 16 - Hybrid outdoor worship  
                (You choose Zoom or in-person) 
May 23 - Zoom only 
May 30 - Zoom only 
June 7 and after  - Hybrid outdoor  worship  
On Sundays with bad weather - Zoom only  
                 (You will get an email.)

In-person worship returns to Brookville Church! 
Sunday, May 16, 10 AM

You have 2 choices: 
a.) Log in on Zoom like before 
b.) Come in person and join those 
spread out on the front lawn 

Either way we will all see each other 
through the miracle of technology!

Picture yourself here… 

Some things to remember for in-person worship: 
• We will follow CDC masking guidelines. 
• Bring your own chair or use one provided. 
• Keep  a distance of 2 arms lengths. 
• On Communion Sundays (first Sunday of the 

month) - bring your own bread and juice. 
• Support the church through Venmo or Givebutter

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://venmo.com
https://givebutter.com/I0mIeI
https://venmo.com
https://givebutter.com/I0mIeI
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Shavuot  ...continued from page 2 

Traditionally, the Book of Ruth is read during 
services on Shavuot. Ruth was a Moabite 
priestess whose love for her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
and her love of G-d and Torah led her to convert to 
Judaism. Her story is a statement of enduring faith 
in the face of unexpected hardship. Ruth left a life 
of luxury in the royal palace and wound up a 
poverty-stricken widow. Yet, she made every twist 
of her story into a turn for the better. 

Ruth Didn’t Take Her Eyes off the Goal - When 
Naomi, Ruth’s mother-in-law, was prepared to 
return to her home 
in Bethlehem, she 
begged her 
widowed daughter-
in-law to remain in 
the comfort of her 
home, the royal 
palace.  Ruth was 
determined to follow 
her mother-in-law, 
even if it meant 
struggling and 
poverty. She left behind all she had. She 
abandoned her royal past and followed her mother-
in-law to a foreign land. Ruth famously told Naomi, 
“Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not 
follow you. For wherever you go, I will go; your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God.”  
Like Ruth, look beyond the challenges of today and 
remain focused on the long term. Yes, quarantine 
is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but see the big 
picture: the precautions we are taking are saving 
lives. 

Ruth Rose Above Social Isolation and Scarcity 
- Ruth accepted upon herself a life of poverty, and, 
upon arriving in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law, 
became the object of gossip instead of the warmly 
welcomed friend and sister.  Ruth and her mother-
in-law lived a lonely existence. To keep from 
starvation, Ruth went to collect fallen barley 
sheaves during the harvest. The Torah commands 
that an owner of a field is not to cut the corners of 

the field but to leave them for the poor. Similarly, if 
one dropped grains while reaping, they were to be 
left for the needy. Ruth and Naomi lived from these 
meager gleanings and were happy with what they 
had.  Like Ruth, be content with what you have.  

Ruth Articulated Her Gratitude – Although Ruth 
was relegated to collecting leftovers, she 
demonstrated gratitude even when her world 
seemed to have turned upside down.   Ruth’s idea 
of cultivating a sense of thankfulness and gratitude 
is an important lesson. Giving thanks and 
recognizing our blessings increases joy and can 
lead to a calmer outlook during a stressful time.  

Ruth Knew That 
True Wealth Is 
Spiritual Richness 
- Ruth's outstanding 
commitment to 
moving forward in 
her spiritual and 
personal 
development is a 
powerful lesson for 
each of us as we 

prepare to receive 
the Torah on Shavuot once again. Life is a 
continuous learning experience, and as we keep 
rising and falling, like Ruth, we will recommit to our 
purpose and shine our unique individual light into 
the world.  

Ruth’s faith and loyalty, coupled with a tremendous 
inner strength, should be a source of inspiration for 
all of us. During our current coronavirus hardships 
or the everyday dips and curves of life’s journey, 
stay positive, focus on the silver linings, and plow 
ahead with joy and love.  

The Torah is Life. The Torah is Knowledge. The 
Torah is Love. The Torah is Joy. 

Wishing you a Happy Shavuot,  
Rabbi Stuart A. Paris,	HaKohen

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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SYNAGOGUE OF THE MONTH                                       
VIRTUAL SHABBAT SERVICE

 5781

The New Synagogue of Long Island
The Synagogue for Spiritual Judaism

Rabbi Stuart Paris, Hakohen 
Rabbi Scott Matous 

Cantor Irene Failenbogen 

Synagogue of the Month Virtual Shabbat Service at 7:00 PM 

Please join us on Fridays:  
May 7 & 21, 2021 

The Zoom Meeting link is the same.  Save it as a Favorite! 

If you need the link, please email: 

Amy Schombs:  amy@interfaithli.org 

We have no membership dues or fees.  All are welcome. 

Please support The New Synagogue of Long Island as generously as you can. Your contributions are the life blood of 
The New Synagogue.  Please help us keep alive our inspiring teachings of Spiritual Judaism. 

Kindly send your responses to: 
Rabbi Stuart Paris ~ 10 Cuttermill Road, Suite 302 ~ Great Neck, NY  11021 

NewSynagogue.LI@gmail.com ~ www.newsynagogue-li.org 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I / We are happy to join you for the Synagogue of the Month Service. 
Enclosed is a free will donation made out to The New Synagogue of Long Island: 

___ $50 ___ $75 ___ $100 ___ $180 Other Amount:  $ __________ 

Name(s):                 
Address:                 
                    
Telephone:            Email:         

ב'ה 

mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:amy@interfaithli.org
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Spring Fever at IFCLI     ..continued from page 2 

On April 18th, our children participated in religious 
education classes. The classes and family time was 
followed by a zoom-style retreat for our 7th and 8th 
grade Identity and Transition students. 

The season has only just begun.  We have many more 
events planned for our IFCLI.  See the list below and 
check Facebook and Instagram for updates as well.  
See you soon! 

Upcoming Events:  Mark your calendar! 
May 2nd - Brookville Church virtual Communion worship celebration, 10 am 

May 7th - Virtual Shabbat service, 7 pm 

May 9th - Brookville Church virtual worship celebration, 10 am 

May 11th - Interfaith Conversation: Being Interfaith in Different Times and Places (*see below) 

May 16th - Outdoor hybrid (Zoom or in-person) worship celebration with Baptism on front lawn, 10 am 

May 16th - Virtual Children’s Classes, 11 am 

May 21st - Virtual Shabbat service, 7 pm 

May 23rd - Outdoor Identity and Transition Moving Up Ceremony, on Brookville Multifaith Campus, 3pm 

May 30th - Brookville Church virtual worship celebration, 10 am 

**Join us May 11th for a virtual Interfaith Conversation:  
Being Interfaith in Different Times and Places 

Do different locations pose different challenges and opportunities for interfaith families? How has interfaith 
practice varied for families over time and at different stages? Join us for a community discussion on May 
11th at 8pm on the WHERE and WHEN of interfaith families.   

● Are there changing models for weddings, baby ceremonies, and for Confirmation / Bar-Bat-Mitzvah? 
● How do children affect things? 
● What communities and models are there across the US and overseas? 

 Join our discussion, share your stories, and learn from one another as we explore these issues -- with 
families who have gone, or are going through, these stages, and/or have moved across the country and the 
world. 

No fee, but registration is required.  Click HERE to register. 
You will receive a Zoom link in your confirmation email

https://www.interfaithcommunity.org/upcoming-events?utm_campaign=51fa5ee2-1450-4f31-b46f-9b4ca4edc0c6&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=131f664b-0ad7-4b3e-b7ed-623cd4c672af
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://www.interfaithcommunity.org/upcoming-events?utm_campaign=51fa5ee2-1450-4f31-b46f-9b4ca4edc0c6&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=131f664b-0ad7-4b3e-b7ed-623cd4c672af
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Frank Cortale, Stage Manager for Live! Kelly 
and Ryan on ABC, recently got some on-

screen time. You can see the video on Youtube 

Double congratulations to Emilia Cortale for 
being inducted to the National Honor Society 
as well as the Jericho High School Tri-M Music 
Honor Society.  

Congratulations to Bobby Johanson 
who was nominated for the 57th Cinema 
Audio Society Awards, held on April 
17th.  Bobby WON ADR Mixer award for 
the Motion Picture - Animation category 
for his work on the Pixar film Soul.  An 
ADR Mixer is the person who manages 
all of the re-recorded audio that is 
necessary for a clean and clear final 
product in a film. 

We also congratulate Shari Johanson 
who was nominated for the Outstanding 
Achievement Award in Sound Editing as 
the Music Editor for the HBO show Bad 
Education.  This award nomination was 
for the Motion Picture Sound Editors 
Golden Reel Awards. 

We are proud of this dynamic duo 
couple who stand out in the 
entertainment industry for their sound 
and music editing!!  Way to go Bobby 
and Shari!

B
R

A
G

 B
O

X

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFtCGUNzTWg&lc=Ugz-UcW7oEQnWjWokuB4AaABAg
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFtCGUNzTWg&lc=Ugz-UcW7oEQnWjWokuB4AaABAg


 Brookville Multifaith Campus News, May 2021                                                      Page 9

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

Easter Egg Hunt 2021 
On Saturday, April 3rd, the day before Easter, families from our 
church and multifaith campus gathered on the front lawn to hunt 
for Easter eggs filled with candy and prizes.  This has been a long 

tradition for Brookville Church but last year because of the 
pandemic we were not able to hold it.  This was the first in-person 

event at Brookville since our campus closed in March of 2020!   

A BIG THANK YOU goes out 
to Nancy, James, William and 
Jack Kelleher who filled the 

eggs and hid them for us.  They 
have taken charge of this event 
for the last several years and 

we are grateful that they once 
again made it possible for us to 
hold an Easter Egg hunt for the 

children of our campus. 

Here's to many more in-
person events to come!!

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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80% OF STROKES ARE PREVENTABLE – ARE YOU AT RISK? 

TUESDAY JUNE 29, 2021 
 BROOKVILLE CHURCH AND MULTIFAITH CAMPUS 

SAVE $10 WITH PRIORITY CODE “HEFY” = $139 
1-800-679-5609

Do you have plaque buildup? 

Bindex®      NEW 
Ultrasound 
Technology scans 
the shin bone to 
determine abnormal 
bone density. 

CODE “HEFY” = $10 OFF 
1-800-679-5609  

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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CAMP WARWICK 
NOW HIRING

Take part in an unforgettable summer 
with Camp Warwick.  Become a 
member of our awesome staff and 
have the time of your life while 
teaching and learning with all of our 
campers.  Go to the link below to start  
your application today!! 

HTTPS://CAMPWARWICK.ORG/
COUNSELORS/ 

HIRING FOR ALL 
POSITIONS!! 
FROM 
LEADERSHIP TO 
MAINTENANCE. https://campwarwick.org/

counselors/

https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/
https://campwarwick.org/counselors/


 Brookville Multifaith Campus News, May 2021                                                      Page 13

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

The Next Chapter

Over the years I have collected 
short stories, quips, Burma-Shave 
rhymes and things I heard or read; 
all of them were kept as 'ideas' for 
a future Newsletter article. The 
ones still left in the file may never 
get used so I am reviving them as 
my COLLECTION - PART 1. 

THE MAD HUGGER  

I was the second man in my high school 
graduating class, beaten out by Joe Plut who was 
a friend since kindergarten.  Our joke was that I 
took serious classes (math and science)  and he 
took frivolous ones  (literature, the arts, even 
typing). We kept in touch through college and after 
those graduations I was in Minnesota and offered 
him a ride back east to NYC where he took his 
first job. His first driving experience, without a 
license, was in my new car with a clutch. A bit 
scary, but together we drove eastward through the 
night to arrive in NYC (his first time).  About ten 
years later he was back in Minnesota teaching 
literature and communications at a Junior College. 
A student's suicide moved his heart to hug people 
so they would feel closer to each other.  He 
became a statewide phenomenon. He began to 
realize he wasn't just a college professor, he was 
a beloved college professor. He hugged every 
student after every class. He provided the 
atmosphere -- positive, loving and 
communicating.  He stopped grading with a red 
pen and used a purple one. He learned all of their 
names by day two of each new semester. His 
spreading fame took him on the road where he 
gave over 300 "love lectures" as he called them - 
hugging every attendant. Joe didn't know so much 
about family dynamics with children; so, in 1980, a 
former student invited Joe to live with him for a 
month to see one in action. One month became 
two months and three months became 38 years! 
He continued teaching and hugging until he 
passed away three years ago. If Joe seems like 

the kind of person you would like to hug, you got 
that right. My whole family had the pleasure during 
one winter visit back in Minnesota. 

JERKWATER TOWN 

My grandfather was a railroad train engineer. He 
got to live the fascination most men and boys 
have for trains. He wore overalls that covered his 
other clothes from neck to foot and came home as 
clean as when he left and the dirty, sooty overalls 
were carried in a bag. Here is how the name 
jerkwater became connected to some towns. The 
locomotives ran on coal fires and water, lots of 
water! In fact water stops were frequent to keep 
the boiler full.  Locomotives often pulled into small 
towns that had a water tank and little else.  A 
crewman would jerk a cable to lower the water 
tank nozzle to the boiler of the steam engine. The 
little places became "tank towns" and of course 
"jerkwater towns.” 

Some of the train language came from sailors.  
"All aboard!" is nautical talk as are "berth" and 
"crew."  "Coach" and "station" came from 
stagecoach language and drifted over to railroad 
talk. Baseball fans know what a " doubleheader" 
is, but may don't realize a heavy and long train 
was often pulled by a pair of locomotives -- called 
a "doubleheader."  A "deadhead" was not originally 
an ignorant person, but a passenger who, by 
special privilege, rode for free. Later on the term 
was applied to a freight car returning empty.  
"Sidedtracked" as used today in conversation 
means a delay, but then it meant parking your 
train on a sidetrack so another train could pass.  

For one summer we lived in a town called Troy, 
Montana and stayed in a cottage on the property 
of a sawmill next to a large railroad facility. 

Continued on next page

Branch Worsham

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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The Next Chapter ..continued from page 13 

It was on the eastern flank of the Rockies and was 
where the mountain grades start going up for the 
westbound trains or completed the downhill 
portion of the trains going east. It was the logical 
place for the train crews and engineers to switch 
places.  It was a real train town. The whistle of the 
freight trains as they approached the town always 
caught my attention. The commotion of trains 
getting water and crews changing continued until 
diesel trains came along and changed that part of 
railroad history. 

 
Probably the most popular single item in my 
REFLECTIONS column were the Burma-Shave 
rhymes.  

There was a book of the rhymes and I must have 
read them all trying to find just the right one  
each month. 

Drive like -- A railroad engineer -- Take it easy -- 
When the road's -- Not clear -- Burma-Shave 

Driving fast -- Because your late -- Doesn't mean 
-- You'll make that date -- Burma-Shave 

Around this curve -- You'd better slow -- Or you'll 
be where -- The daisies grow -- Burma-Shave        

  

QUIPS 

At the end of my REFLECTIONS column it was 
often easier for a short quip than a longer joke; 
these short ones might tweak your funny bone.  

Life is full of sunshine, but the stuff you step in is 
called experience. 

There are two sides to every question, if you don't 
have a stake in it. 

Ignorance is when you don't know something and 
somebody finds it out. 
  
There's a difference between good sound reason 
and reasons that sound good. 

You don't know what's good until you have tasted 
the bad. 

The best things in life are not things. 

There are many people who think Sunday is a 
sponge that wipes out all the sins of the week.  

And finally -- to end this month's The Next 
Chapter 

AS I AM NOW, SO YOU SHALL BE 
PREPARE THYSELF TO FOLLOW ME 
  
         Underneath which someone wrote: 

TO FOLLOW YOU I'LL NOT CONSENT 
UNLESS YOU SAY WHICH WAY YOU WENT. 

Stay well, stay safe and wash your hands. 

~ Branch Worsham

Support  Brookville Reformed Church 
by shopping at smile.amazon.com

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
http://smile.amazon.com
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