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Mission Statement 

To build a multifaith 
community of people from 
different faiths who connect 
to one another by 
embracing similarities while 
celebrating differences. 
 
Brookville Multifaith 
Campus invites you to 
discover a spiritual 
community made up of 
different religious 
groups.  Together we 
promote cross cultural 
understanding, peace 
building, and a strong 
commitment to 
service.  Each group 
maintains its own religious 
identity but fosters an open 
environment for learning, 
celebrating and honoring 
each distinct religion.   
 

Vision Statement 
Through learning 
opportunities, essential 
partnerships, and 
occasional shared worship, 
our campus welcomes all 
who want to learn, question 
and grow, while making a 
positive and lasting impact 
in the community and 
world. 

schedule a donation 
time here. 
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Why Christians Celebrate Holy Week and Easter 
In the Christian calendar, the 
week before Easter begins with 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. We call it Palm 
Sunday because people cheered 
and laid palm branches down as 
he entered the city on a small 

donkey, which symbolized peace.  The Israelites 
thought Jesus was coming to save them from 
Roman oppression.  They were looking for a 
political leader who would overthrow the 
government.  They had no idea that Jesus was 
actually riding toward his death. 
 
We call the week before Easter, Holy Week or 
Passion Week; holy because it reference’s God’s 
mighty acts during the week and passion because 
the Greek verb for passion, pascho, in the New 
Testament of the Bible means “to suffer.”  This was 
the hardest week of Jesus’ life because he knew 
what he would have to endure - the suffering he had 
to go through. 
 
On Monday, Jesus cleansed the Temple Court 
which was being used as a market but was actually 
supposed to be a place designated for non-Jews to 
worship God as they were not allowed in the actual 
Temple itself.  Jesus came into the Temple Court 
and knocked over the tables that had been 
wrongfully set up in that space and he told everyone 
who was using the court to profit from the sales of 
their goods to “GET OUT!”  By Jesus doing this act 
of cleansing, he was sending the message that God 
welcomes all races and ethnicities to have free 
access to worship God. 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, Jesus taught in the 
Temple, having theological dialogues with those 
gathered and this is when the Sanhedrin, the 
highest court of justice in ancient Jerusalem, plotted 
to kill Jesus.  He was teaching what the religious 
leaders believed was heresy, a belief contrary to 
orthodox religious doctrine. 
 
On Thursday, which Christians call Holy Thursday 
or Maundy Thursday, Jesus had his last Passover 
Seder with his disciples.  At that dinner he got down 
on the ground and washed his disciples’ feet as a 
symbol of servanthood.  The humble act of washing 
their feet was Jesus’ way of saying they were to go 

and serve others. It was also at this meal that The 
Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion was instituted.  
The word Maundy comes from the Latin word 
mandatum, meaning commandment.  On this night 
Jesus gave his disciples the commandment to love 
one another as he had loved them.  He told them 
that the greatest love one can have for another is to 
lay down their life.  He knew that he was about to 
suffer and die and that he was doing it out of his 
love for them.  This was the night that Judas 
Iscariot, one of Jesus’ closest disciples, was going 
to betray him by turning him over to the authorities. 
 
Friday, or Good Friday was the day that Jesus was 
crucified.  He went through unimaginable physical 
pain and humiliation at the hands of the soldiers.  
They beat Jesus with a whip, punched him in the 
face, spit on him, stripped him of his clothes and 
shoved a crown of thorns into his brow causing 
blood to run down into his eyes. Jesus’ body was so 
weak after the beatings, but the soldiers made 
Jesus carry the wooden cross up a steep hill where 
he was to be nailed onto it and crucified.  They 
drove the nails into his flesh and bones, through his 
hands and his feet.  A person dies of asphyxiation 
because they have to pull themselves up for each 
breath they take.  After a while they no longer have 
the strength to pull themselves up and they die of a 
lack of oxygen.  I’ve always wondered, why on earth 
we Christians call this day Good Friday.  What 
could possibly be good about this horrible day in the 
life of Jesus?  Some scholars suggest that the day 
is “good” in that it is holy, a day when true love was 
revealed.  Other scholars believe that the phrase is 
actually a corruption of “God’s Friday,” that has 
gotten changed over the decades. 
 
Three days later, the Gospels of the New 
Testament depict Jesus’ Resurrection from the 
dead.  They are called the Gospels, because they 
share the good news of Jesus.  The “good news” is 
that Jesus did not remain in the grave, but rather 
conquered death.  It is the climax of the Christian 
story.  Easter Sunday or Resurrection Sunday is the 
most important day in the life of the Christian 
church.  It is the time when we celebrate that Jesus’ 
 
 

continued… 
  

Rev. Vicky Eastland 
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Passover in the Quran 

It is not commonly known that in the 

Quran, no story is recounted as many 

times and with as much emphasis, as 

the story of the deliverance of the 

Children of Israel from Pharaoh in 

Egypt.   Moses and his brother Aaron 

led the Jewish People out of Egypt 

with the help of God Almighty. 

Most Muslims do not connect Quran’s descriptions 

of these events to the celebration of Passover by 

Jewish people. An increase in awareness of the fact 

that this narrative is important and common to the 

two traditions can lead to a greater understanding 

among Muslim and Jewish people. 

Accounts of Prophet Moses (Musa in Arabic) and 

his mission are presented in several suras in the 

Quran. The text below is from sura no. 26 as 

translated by Safi Kaskas and David Hungerford: 

 

 

 

When your Lord called on Moses, saying “Go to the 

unjust people, the people of Pharaoh. Will they not 

be mindful of Me? He said, “My Lord, I fear they will 

call me a liar and that my breast will tighten, and my 

tongue will be tied, so send for Aaron. Besides, they 

have a charge against me, so I fear that they may 

kill me.”  

(God) said, “No. Go both of you with Our signs: We 

are with you, listening. Go to Pharaoh and say, “We 

are the messenger from the Lord of the Worlds, the 

Children of Israel go with us” 

(Pharaoh) said, “Did we not raise you among us as 

a child, and you lived among us for many years? 

Then you committed that crime of yours, you were 

so ungrateful. (Moses) said, “At the time I did it I 

was of the misguided. So I fled from you because I 

feared you. Then my Lord gave me wisdom and 

made me one of His messengers. As for that favor 

that you remind me of, was not because you 

enslaved the Children of Israel?” 

Continued… 

Brookville Church Mission Statement:
Brookville Church is a welcoming, friendly and 

heartfelt community who follows the teachings of 

Jesus; a message of love, acceptance, healing and 

hope.  We affirm that all people are beloved 

children of God and therefore embrace any age, 

race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

economic status, marital status, family 

configuration, physical or mental ability or 

education, and invite the full inclusion of all people 

into the life and ministries of Brookville Church.  We 

believe diversity enriches our journey together in 

faith and propels us to an ever expanding 

understanding and experience of God. 

 

If you long for connection with God and 

others in an open and affirming Christian 

community, click here to request 

the worship video email. 

suffering was not in vain, that if Jesus could 
conquer death, then we too could have new life.  It 
broke the power of sin and death and opened a 
way for us to be redeemed. 
 
When Jesus instituted what he called the New 
Commandment - to love one another, he then 
immediately lived out the command he gave to his 
disciples.  How does this unselfish act of Jesus, 
change us?  The call of this Biblical narrative is to 
reenact Jesus’ sacrificial love, not in the sense that 
we literally die for one another, but that we love 
others with an agape love, like the love that Jesus 
displayed on the cross.  Wouldn’t the world be a 
better place if we all lived this way?  Start with small 
acts of kindness and work your way up to sacrificial 
service. 
 
Since we are unable to be together on Easter 
Sunday, when it is safe to once again worship in 
person, we will have a Resurrection Celebration 
that will include an egg hunt for the children 
~ Rev. Vicky 
 

Dr. Sultan 
Abdulhameed 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
mailto:brookvillechurch@gmail.com?subject=BRC%20worship%20vidoe%20request
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Pharaoh said, “But what is the Lord of the Worlds?” 

He said, “The Lord of the heavens and the earth 

and all that is between them, if you only knew. 

(Pharaoh) said to those around him, “Do you hear 

what he said?” Moses went on, “Your Lord and the 

Lord of your forefathers.” 

(Pharaoh) said, “This messenger who has been 

sent to you is really mad.” Moses said, “Lord of the 

east and the west and of that between them, if you 

(would just use your) reason.” (Pharaoh) said, “If 

you take a god other than me, I will surely imprison 

you” Moses said, “Even if I show you undeniable 

proof?” (Pharaoh) said, “Bring it, then, if you are 

telling the truth.” So Moses threw down his staff, 

and –behold-it was an undeniable snake. Then he 

drew out his hand, and –behold-it was (shining) 

white for all to see. 

 (Pharaoh) said to the notables around him, “This is 

a skilled magician. He wants to drive you out of your 

land with his magic, so what do you recommend?” 

They said, “Let him and his brother wait for a while, 

and (meanwhile) send 

marshals to all the cities to 

bring every skilled 

magician.”  

So the magicians were 

assembled at the appointed 

time on the appointed day. It 

was said to the people, 

“Have you assembled so 

that we might follow the 

magicians if they win? When 

the magicians arrived, they 

said to Pharaoh, “Is there a 

reward for us if we win?” He 

said, “Yes, you will be in my 

inner circle.” Moses said to 

them. “Throw whatever you 

will throw.” So they threw 

their ropes and their staffs 

and said,  

 

 

 

“By the might of the Pharaoh, we will surely win.” 

Then Moses threw down his staff and, and it 

devoured their deceptions.  

And down fell the magicians in prostration (to God), 

saying, “We believe in the Lord of the Worlds, the 

Lord of Moses and Aaron.” (Pharaoh) said, “How 

dare you believe in Him before I give you 

permission? He (Moses) must be your leader who 

has taught you magic. But soon will you know. I will 

cut off your hands and feet on the opposite sides, 

and I will crucify all of you.” They said, “We do not 

care! We will be returning to our Lord. We hope that 

our Lord will forgive us our sins, because we were 

the first of the believers. 

We later revealed to Moses, “Travel by night with 

my worshippers, for you will be pursued.” Then 

Pharaoh sent his marshals to the cities (saying), 

“(The Children of Israel) are a small band but they 

are offending us, and we are a vigilant society.” So, 

We expelled them from (their) gardens and springs, 

treasures and honored estates. Thus it was (in 

time), We caused the 

Children of Israel to inherit all 

of this. So they (the 

Egyptians) pursued them at 

sunrise, and when the two 

sides sighted one another, 

Moses’ companions said, 

“We will be overtaken!” 

Moses said, “My Lord is with 

me; He will guide me.” Then 

We revealed to Moses, 

“Strike the sea with your 

staff”. It parted, and each 

part looked like a mountain. 

We were with him, and We 

drowned the others.  

There is a sign in this, but 

most of them will not believe. 

Truly your Lord is the 

Almighty, the Merciful to all. 

 

Muslim Reform Movement 

Organization (MRMO) 

Quran Study  
by conference call 

 

April 5 & 19,  

2:30 -4:30 p.m.    
All are welcome!     

  
If you would like participate please send a 

message to muslimreform@hotmail.com 

 
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed,  

author of “The Quran & the Life of Excellence” 

mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
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                     We Will be Okay 
                             By Christine Mankes 

 

                     GM & Ford said, “Hold our cars, watch this; we can make  

                     ventilators where we were making cars by next week.” 

                     Construction companies said, “Here are some masks for the medical staff & doctors.” 

Restaurants & schools said, “We’ve got kitchens & staff; we can feed the kids.” 

NHL & NBA players are writing checks to pay the arena staff during postponed seasons. 

Churches are holding online services & taking care of their members & community. 

Women & children are making homemade masks & handing out snacks to truckers. 

Breweries are making sanitizer out of the left-over ingredients. 

Children write inspirational quotes and hang hand-drawn pictures of rainbows in their windows as acts 

of kindness and positivity.   

Teachers said “we got this” and in less than a week completely redesigned the education system so 

that our kids can continue learning, even though they are not in school.   

We thought we couldn’t live without baseball, hockey, & NASCAR, or going to beaches, restaurants, or 

a bar. Instead, we’re ordering take-out to help keep businesses alive. 

The Interfaith Community of Long Island is uniting its members through online videoconferencing.   

The Interfaith Community of Long Island is holding children’s classes online to connect with its 

youngest members and their families. 

The Interfaith Community of Long Island is hosting virtual holiday celebrations to support its members. 

We will be okay.  Your IFC is here for you.  Be sure to check your email for upcoming virtual events 

and stay connected via our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/ 

 

Please join The New 

Synagogue of Long Island for 

Shabbat Service by Zoom 

every Friday at 6 p.m. 
 

Also come to Seder by Zoom 

for the first night of Passover. 
 

Click here to 

request more info. 

We will be holding a mid-week check-in Zoom meeting 
for anyone who would like to connect with others from 
our church and multifaith campus. 
 
It will be a live, interactive meeting where we will share 
how each of us is handling the current pandemic, share 
ideas of how to use our time productively and pray 
together.   
 
This will occur each Wednesday at 7 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time. 
 
Click here to request more info. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
mailto:rabbiparis@gmail.com?subject=Info%20on%20Zoom%20meetings
mailto:brookvillechurch@gmail.com?subject=Mid-week%20check%20in
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Passover 

Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is known 

as the “Holiday of Freedom.”  It 

commemorates the emancipation of the 

Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt. 

The eight-day festival of Passover is 

celebrated in the early spring, from the 

15th through the 22nd of the Hebrew month of Nissan, 

which usually falls sometime in March or April.  (This 

year corresponding to April 8 – April 16.)   Passover is 

regarded as the “birth” of the Jewish nation, and its 

lessons of struggle and identity continue to form the basis 

of Jewish consciousness today. 

The holiday begins with a Seder (which means “Order”), 

a festive meal, and is designed to give each person the 

experience of “going from slavery unto freedom.”  We 

read from the Haggadah, the special book which tells the 

Exodus story and recounts the 

Ten Plagues. We eat foods 

which are symbolic of slavery: 

matzah as the bread of 

affliction, salt water as the 

tears of oppression, bitter herbs 

as the harshness of slavery.  

We recline in our chairs to 

express our freedom.  The 

youngest child asks Four 

Questions.  We recite the prayer of thanksgiving and 

praise and end the Seder with the hope of “Next Year in 

Jerusalem!” By following the rituals and traditions of 

Passover, we have the ability to relive and experience the 

true freedom that our ancestors gained.  

Mah nishtanah halailah hazeh... "Why is this night 

different from all other nights?" our children ask us at the 

Passover Seder. Because, we answer, we were slaves to 

Pharaoh in Egypt and G-d set us free.   

In today’s circumstance, it is very difficult to feel free 

because of the world-wide Coronavirus pandemic.  

However, even though we are confined to our homes, it 

is possible for us to choose freedom through our 

thoughts, our actions, our words, and our deeds.  This is a 

wonderful time to experience our significant other, our 

family, and one another in a peaceful, uninterrupted 

manor. I encourage us all to see ourselves as a child.   

How, indeed, do we achieve freedom from the demands, 

cares and burdens of daily living during this time of 

international stress and crisis? 

Look at your children or grandchildren. Observe them at 

play, immersed in a book, or asleep and smiling at their 

dreams. They are assured that their father and mother 

will feed them, protect them and worry about all that 

needs worrying about.  The child is truly free. Free to 

revel in his or her inner self, free to grow and develop, 

open to the joys and possibilities of life. 

This is why Passover, the festival of freedom, is so much 

the festival of the child. For it is the child who evokes in 

us the realization that we, too, are children of G-d, and 

are thus inherently and eternally free. It is the child who 

opens our eyes to the ultimate significance of Passover: 

that in taking us out of Egypt, G-d has liberated us of all 

enslavement for all time. 

Children are the most 

important participants at 

the Passover Seder. The 

entire Seder is constructed 

around the goal to mystify 

the children, to stimulate 

their curiosity, to compel 

them to ask: Why is this 

night different from all 

other nights?  The child asks, and we answer. But, take a 

good look at the children sitting around your Seder table. 

Pay them close attention - enter their minds, view reality 

from their perspective. Perhaps you should ask the Four 

Questions and let the children explain.  For how else 

might we taste freedom? 

My hope and prayer, at this season of the year, is that 

each of us, regardless of the questions we ask or the path 

we choose to the “One Truth,” remembers that once we 

were slaves and now, we are free, and that we bring this 

message to one another, to our children and to our 

children’s children.  

 “If not now, when?” 

Rabbi Hillel (Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14) 

With my best wishes for a Happy Passover, 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen 
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See your friends who are  
sheltering in place in their homes:

Greetings from Rev. Vicky: 
"My mom lives at Corby Place Senior Living in St. Joseph, Missouri.  This 14 story 

apartment complex is the tallest building in St. Joseph and was once the grain exchange 

for the city.  It stood empty and in disrepair for many years before it was renovated into 

senior apartments.  My mom lives on the 9th floor.  Each apartment has floor to ceiling 

windows and the view is incredible, especially at night with the city lights.  On the top of 

the building is an observation deck that gives views of the whole downtown area, as well 

as the Missouri River.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Built in 1910                                 Pictures of the view                                               Original lobby   
 

I have been in St. Joseph since March 12th helping my mom after a complete reverse 
shoulder replacement surgery.  She is 82 years young and is turning into the bionic 

woman as she has two artificial knees and now a new shoulder made out of 
titanium.  The first week after surgery was rough, but the pain from surgery only lasted a 

week and since then she has been pain free, to the amazement of her surgeon!  She still 
needs help with everyday tasks, so I may be working from here for another month.” 

 

 

 
                              

Carol Goglia working from home Hank Surig McBride/Failenbogen family 
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See more friends who are sheltering in place in their homes:

 

 

  

Gayle Kalvert, Penelope (11) and Colton 
(6) staying home to #flattenthecurve. 

All three Kalvert children are doing 
distance learning with their mom and 

teachers in Dix Hills NY 

Linda Hees, working on 
the newsletter 

Breakfast time for Safia Hameed and 
granddaughter Saleha 

The Schombs family in Newsday! Rabbi Paris and Rev. Kessler 

Denison family 

Rev. Vicky and her mom Barbara in Missouri 

Rev. James Eastland and Cali 
keeping each other company as they 
comply with the stay at home order 

Tom Field Rev. Donna Field 
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     Please give to the Brookville Church: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Brookville Reformed Church  

by shopping at smile.amazon.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 8th Dr. Arthur Dobrin, Professor Emeritus of Hofstra  

University and former leader of the Ethical Humanist Society of  

Long Island, moderated a multi-faith discussion regarding  

adoption at the Islamic Center of Long Island.  Representatives  

from the Jewish, Muslim and Baha'i faiths, along with Rev. Vicky  

representing Christianity, participated in a case study discussion  

on the topic of adoption.  Rev. Vicky was thrilled to share her and  

her husband's adoption story of their son, Raju and how their  

Christian faith informed their decision to adopt.  It was a very  

informative and insightful discussion with a wonderfully diverse  

audience of participants. 

Brag Box 

Emilia Cortale & her Jericho HS 

Classmates for their wonderful production 

of Disney’s “Newsies” March 4 – 7. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
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The founder of the LGBT Network, David Kilmnick, PhD, MSW, President and CEO along with Lauren 

Corcoran-Doolin, Vice President for External Affairs will be attending and speaking at our event.  Check 

out their website at: www.lgbtnetwork.com 
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THE NEXT CHAPTER 

Last November we bought our 
retirement home in New 
Jersey.  Then we got quotes to 
have our furniture and other 
belongings moved but decided 
to do it ourselves taking a 
carload a week. That was 
probably a good decision 
because it gave us time to 

make just a few decisions each week and were 
not overwhelmed throughout the three months we 
have been doing it. The move would probably be 
finished now except for Coronavirus. Downsizing 
was expected to be arduous and agonizing and it 
was. Keep things or offer them to the family or sell 
in a tag-sale were our 
choices, but the time needed 
to pick up and hold things, to 
look at picture albums, special 
plates, dishes, and favorite 
chairs was a slow process 
every day.  We agreed it was 
delightful to open the 
memories even though many 
would then be gone or given 
away forever. 
 
Life paints pictures. Some are 
fleeting, perhaps never to be 
recalled. Others are painted in 
vivid, indelible colors that 
never fade. It seems as if God 
has written in bold, dark 
strokes: “This you will never 
forget, my child.”  So it has 
been many times these past 
weeks. 
 
Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness, they say, and the 
way the washing machine ran constantly in our big 
house with at times ten people it was certainly 
doing its part to get the Worshams to heaven. 
There has always been a reason for it, even when 
I was a boy and my Mom was the Monday 
morning washerwoman: open the basement door 
and hear swish, swash, swish, swash. That was 
the 1930s and 40s washer with its bowl standing 
on four legs and the wringers mounted above it. 
The blades would go around for a turn - swish and 

then reverse themselves - swash. That’s not a bad 
sound, really. It meant we would have fresh 
clothes, sheets, and towels for another week. 
Technology has rewritten the washer song 
to a boring steady one-note. We are not taking the 
washing machine. 
 
We look forward to the full explosion of spring, 
more so in this new place. Already I’ve noted the 
budding trees and bushes just a few days ahead 
of Long Island and my daily walks find more and 
more pleasure as the colorful signs flourish 
everywhere. Witness the scene with seeing eyes 
and we should stand in awe of the ageless, annual 
back-to-life miracles of plants, shrubs, grasses; 

the indomitable will to live 
again - the end of winter, even 
as weak a winter as the one 
just past. 
 
The time allotted each of us 
grows shorter and more 
precious and each new spring 
takes on new significance. 
That is more true this year as 
the nation and the world is 
losing more souls too soon, too 
rapidly and too cruelly.  This 
week I had an epiphany of 
fear.  The current news 
had finally come into my mind 
and heart and it scared 
me. Our children kept telling us 
to stay in place here in New 
Jersey and I finally accepted 
that advice. Sadly, scarily there 
are still promises that more 
heartache is coming, and lives 
will be cut off. 
 

 Life is just wonderful, even as old age comes - as 
long as you can sleep peacefully and wake up 
again and your soul is content. I offer a prayer 
each day for the ones I know and love, but now 
add the other ones who are sick, their families and 
the countless people who give their time, skill and 
hearts to help those sick and fearful. I pray that we 
can wake up to have the next chapter. 
 

~Branch Worsham   

Branch Worsham 

Branch & Nancy Worsham bought their retirement 
home in NJ in November and took a 60th-anniversary 

cruise in January 


