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Mission Statement 

To build a multifaith 
community of people from 
different faiths who connect 
to one another by 
embracing similarities while 
celebrating differences. 
 
Brookville Multifaith 
Campus invites you to 
discover a spiritual 
community made up of 
different religious 
groups.  Together we 
promote cross cultural 
understanding, peace 
building, and a strong 
commitment to 
service.  Each group 
maintains its own religious 
identity but fosters an open 
environment for learning, 
celebrating and honoring 
each distinct religion.   
 

Vision Statement 
Through learning 
opportunities, essential 
partnerships, and 
occasional shared worship, 
our campus welcomes all 
who want to learn, question 
and grow, while making a 
positive and lasting impact 
in the community and 
world. 
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Diversity is a Blessing 

 
We often go about our days 
forgetting important lessons because 
we are so busy just living our lives 
that we don’t take the time to reflect.  
Then something happens to remind 
us and we are struck with the 
profound lessons that had been 

staring us in the face all along.  This happened to 
me the other day. 
 
I was watching one of my favorite shows on 
television, A Million Little Things, and the episode 
dealt with race relations.  Rome and Regina, an 
African American couple were in the process of 
trying to adopt a child.  Regina’s mother who is 
Caucasian (her father African American) was 
meeting Regina at a restaurant where Regina was 
going to share the news with her mother about the 
decision to adopt.  When she arrived at the 
restaurant and told the hostess that she was 
meeting her mother, the hostess looked around the 
restaurant and said that she must not have arrived 
yet.  Regina saw her mother sitting at a table and 
told the hostess she was actually there.  The 
hostess just assumed, because Regina’s skin was 
dark that her mother must have been African 
American.  After lunch they went to a children’s 
clothing store where Regina’s mom, who was so 
excited about the news of the adoption, wanted to 
start a registry.  Again, the sales person didn’t 
realize that Regina was her daughter because of 
the skin color difference. 
 
Later Regina’s mom showed up at her house and 
apologized for being oblivious, all these years, of 
the struggles Regina had lived through because of 
the color of her skin.  She said that the experiences 
of that day had opened her eyes. 
 
Later that night I saw a video online about race 
relations and both the T.V. show and the video 
opened my eyes to something I had grown so 
accustomed to that I no longer saw it for what it truly 
is.  Here is what I wrote on my Facebook page that 
night: 
 
For some it is the hardest thing they will ever do to 
reach out across racial barriers, for others it is what 
they live every day. The day my husband and I 

adopted our son, Raju, we became what is called a 
conspicuous family.  I will never fully understand 
what it is like for my son to have been adopted into 
a white family as an Indian boy and the things he 
will encounter throughout his life because he was 
taken from his home country of India into a foreign 
land.  I will never fully understand all he has and will 
continue to navigate.  Raju is one of the most 
resilient individuals I have ever met and I look up to 
him for how he lives in the mostly white 
surroundings he has found himself in for the last ten 
years. He lives his life with grace and compassion 
for others, rarely thinking about himself or the 
strange world he landed in.  I love my son with all 
my heart and soul, and he is a hero to me.   
 
Racism is alive and well in not only our country but 
in the whole world.  Let’s be the ones who bridge 
that gap and love people for the beautiful diversity 
they bring to the world.  Let’s not fear or hate 
someone because of the color of their skin. We are 
all part of the same race, the human race.  And 
when it comes down to it we all want the same 
things, to be loved and accepted for who we are. 
 

~ Rev. Vicky 

Brookville Church Mission Statement:
Brookville Church is a welcoming, friendly and 

heartfelt community who follows the teachings 

of Jesus; a message of love, acceptance, healing 

and hope.  We affirm that all people are 

beloved children of God and therefore embrace 

any age, race, religion, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, economic status, marital 

status, family configuration, physical or mental 

ability or education, and invite the full inclusion 

of all people into the life and ministries of 

Brookville Church.  We believe diversity enriches 

our journey together in faith and propels us to 

an ever expanding understanding and 

experience of God. 

 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
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  Purim 

Purim is a festive Jewish holiday that 
celebrates the deliverance of the Jews 
from their enemies in the biblical Book of 
Esther. Purim is celebrated on the 
fourteenth day of the Hebrew month of 
Adar, which usually falls sometime in 

February or March. (This year corresponding to                    
March 9th).  According to Jewish tradition, Adar is the 
happiest, most joyous month of the Hebrew calendar.  In 
fact, its motto is “When Adar comes, joy is increased.”  
The abundance of joy in Adar is primarily due to the 
Jewish holiday of Purim.  

Purim is so-called because the villain of the story, Haman, 

cast the “pur” (the “lot” as in “lottery”) against the Jews yet 

failed to destroy them.  The most important Purim custom 

is reading the Purim Story from the Scroll of Esther, also 

called the Megillah. Jews usually attend synagogue for 

this special reading. Whenever Haman’s (the villain's) 

name is mentioned people will boo, howl, hoot and shake 

noisemakers (groggers) to express their dislike of him.   

Queen Esther, the heroine of the Purim story, is widely 

regarded as one of the greatest Jewish women in history. 

Her amazing life story contains valuable lessons that 

apply to all of us.   

Believe in your hidden powers - Esther’s name means 

“hidden” in Hebrew. First, she kept hidden her identity as 

a Jew in the palace of the Persian king. She also didn’t 

lose hope when it seemed that G-d’s protection of the 

Jewish people was in hiding. She called upon her 

strengths and courage to have an impact, and her actions 

ultimately saved the Jewish people. We too can tap into 

our own hidden powers and transform events.  

Embrace your destiny - At first Esther tried hiding from 

King Ahasuerus’s guards to avoid marrying him, but 

ultimately, she couldn’t avoid the inevitable. When she 

was made queen, Mordechai, the leader of the Jews at 

the time, understood that such a thing would not have 

happened to such a righteous woman unless that was her 

destiny.  G-d places us where we need to be in order to 

fulfill our mission in life.  

Let your inner beauty shine - When contestants vying 

to be Ahasuerus’s new queen were brought to the palace, 

they were given a lengthy beauty regimen involving 

physical pampering and cosmetic treatments.  Esther 

declined those luxuries. Instead, it was her natural beauty 

that immediately captured the king’s attention above all 

the others. Remember - you are the best version of 

yourself. 

When in trouble, turn to G-d - Esther understood that 

the salvation of her people hinged on their special 

relationship with G-d. Pleading at the feet of a mortal king 

was merely a facade behind which to disguise the Divine 

miracle. Even though G-d is not mentioned at all in the 

Book of Esther, from a Jewish perspective, G-d is the one 

who is pulling the strings of redemption behind the 

scenes.   

Never lose hope - The basic message of Esther’s story 

is this: No matter how hopeless your situation may seem, 

never lose hope. 

Be like Queen Esther – believe in your hidden powers and 

embrace your destiny.  Let your inner beauty shine.  Turn 

to G-d and never lose hope.  Life is a constant dialog with 

G-d. Every little event is part of an interactive master plan 

that has its own goal and logic.   When we heed G-d’s 

voice, we will see G-d everywhere-- in our hearts, in the 

hearts of others, in the day to day events that shape and 

form the tapestry of our lives.   

With best wishes for a joyous Purim and may we live to 

see a world free of Hamans. 

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen

 

Please join The New Synagogue of 

Long Island for Shabbat Service on the 

first Friday of every month at 7 p.m. 
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 Verse of the Divine Throne or Ayat-al Kursi 

 By Dr. Sultan 

Abdulhameed 

 

Verse (2:255) in the Quran: 

 

God, there is no god but He 

The self-subsisting, Eternal. 

No slumber overtakes Him nor 

sleep. 

His are all things in the heavens 

and on earth. 

Who is there who can intercede 

with Him except as He permits? 

He knows what is behind them 

and what is ahead of them. 

Nor shall they compass any of His 

knowledge except as He wills. 

His throne embraces the heavens 

and the earth 

And He feels no fatigue in 

guarding them. 

For He is the Exalted, the 

Supreme. 

 
This verse is known as Ayat- al-

Kursi, the verse of the Divine 

Throne. It is common for Muslims to 

memorize it. It is often recited 

before people set out on a journey, 

or when seeking spiritual or physical 

protection. The prophet Muhammad 

told his companions to recite it 

before going to sleep. Many people 

carry it on their person as a pendant 

or amulet. 

 

It is one of the most common 

passages of the Quran to adorn 

private homes or most mosques. 

Here you see it displayed in a 

mosque in Bosnia and in the Brookville 

Multifaith Campus. 

 

No slumber overtakes Him nor sleep. 
God is always aware of His creation and 

nothing escapes His attention. 

 

Who is there who can intercede with Him 

except as He permits? 
Only some can intercede for others. This 

includes the prophets, saints and people of 

deep faith and whoever else He allows. 

 

He knows what is behind them and what 

is ahead of them. 
God knows our intensions, motivations and 

actions, whether hidden or apparent.  What 

unfolds in the future will be according to the 

divine plan. This is a reminder for people to 

live each day with a clear conscience 

because what we think within ourselves is 

known to God. 

 

Nor shall they compass any of His 

knowledge except as He wills. 
With God is the complete knowledge of all 

that exists in the heavens and the earth. He 

makes some of it accessible to people 

according to His wisdom. 

 

This is followed by another famous and 

insightful verse about freedom of belief:  

 

(2:256) Let there be no compulsion in 

religion. Truth stands out clear from 

error. 
Compulsion is incompatible with religion 

because religion is based on faith and will, 

and these are meaningless if induced by 

force. That is why theocratic governments 

that impose their version of religion resort to 

repression and eventually fail. 

Display of the Verse of 

the Divine Throne 

(Ayat-al-Kursi) in a 

mosque in Sarajevo, 

Bosnia  
 

Verse of the Divine 

Throne (Ayat-al-

Kursi), Brookville 

Mutifaith Campus 

Fellowship Hall 
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Empanadas and Empathy 

By Rev. Bill McBride & Cantor Irene 

Failenbogen 

On Sunday, January 19th, the 

youth of the Interfaith 

Community (IFC) and Brookville 

Church gathered to prepare for a 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day service project. That day 

the Identity and Transition Class of the IFC learned 

about the importance of Tzedakah (acts of charity) 

in Judaism and social justice in Christianity. Cantor 

Irene introduced a song of freedom entitled, 

Miriam's Song, in order to elaborate on the theme of 

moving from slavery to freedom thanks to a deep 

faith in God's deliverance.  Students were taught 

the history of the service project at the Multifaith 

Campus by Martha Worsham, the originator of the 

idea. Derek Mainhart volunteered to coordinate the 

efforts this year.  He guided the students with great 

enthusiasm and skill in their activity of putting 

together care packages to deliver to day laborers in 

our area.  The next day, we gathered early in the 

morning to complete the care packages, which 

included homemade empanadas. A caravan of cars 

then proceeded to the place in Westbury where 

workers were waiting in hopes of getting a job for 

the day.  We shared the packages with them and 

were greeted with warm and appreciative 

faces.  Conversations that followed included 

questions about future needs for the workers like a 

possible food pantry and clothing for their children. 

The parents and teens who participated, 

ended with a breakfast together at IHOP.  All who 

took part in this day of service were inspired by the 

experience. We look forward to keeping this vital 

tradition alive for many years to come.

 

By Christine Mankes 

                       Recently, the adults of the Interfaith Community of Long Island 

                       had the opportunity to read and reflect upon a chapter in Susan 

                       Katz Miller’s book, "Interfaith Family Journal." We focused on  

                       the chapter titled "Honoring Origins."  

                        

                       Miller believes that interfaith families should look at the beliefs and practices they grew up  

                       with as gifts, rather than baggage. We had a discussion of how this may apply to each of 

our families. One example of how this applies to me is that growing up in my Christian family, we would 

always say a blessing before each meal. As an interfaith family, we still say a blessing before every meal, 

but we created our own prayer that would honor both of our traditions. Our discussion also reminded me of 

how my relationship with my husband, and the way in which we choose to bring up our children, is one in 

which conversation and reflection is essential.  
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Mark your calendar 

  

Interfaith Community Classes are scheduled 

on Sundays, 

 3/15, 3/29, 4/5, 4/19, & 5/17, 5/31  

at 11:00 a.m. 

----------------------------------- 

H.S. Rap with the Rev/Rabbi meets  

3/15, 4/19 & 5/31 at 11:00 a.m. 

Muslim Reform Movement Organization 

(MRMO) 

Quran Study in the Fellowship Hall 
March 8 & 22, 2:30 -4:30 p.m.    

All are welcome!     
  

• 2:30 PM: Quran Study:  Benefit from the Quran’s 

wisdom through a participatory discussion of selected 

verses that guide us to uplift our lives. 

• 4:00 PM: Reformed Muslim prayer:  Join 

congregational prayer in Arabic and English.  Men and 

Women pray together. 
Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed,  

author of “The Quran & the Life of Excellence” 

Would you  

like to join our prayer circle?   

Join with Rev. Vicky and others  

on the first Thursdays of the month at 

7:15 p.m. in the pastor’s study to share 

and pray, either aloud or in silence. We 

will pray for loved ones, the community 

and the world. ALL are welcome! 

Upcoming dates: 

 March 5, April 2  

& May 7 

If you long for connection with God and others in an 

open and affirming Christian community, then join 

Brookville Church Sundays at 10 a.m. for uplifting 

worship and fellowship. 

Coffeehouse Concert 

Friday, March 13, 7 p.m. 

 

JJ Worsham and friends from St. 
Mary’s Academy invite you to their 4th 
Annual Coffeehouse Concert. These 
talented youth will be performing to 
raise money for camp scholarships for 
underprivileged youth in Glen Cove.  
 
They will bake, sell refreshments, 
organize a raffle of fun and enticing 
baskets full of great items and 
showcase their musical and vocal 
talents.  Last year, they raised over 
$1,400.  Let’s help them beat last 
year’s earnings! 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
All Campus Spring Clean-up and Work Day. 

 
Saturday, April 18th from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 
We need “All hands on deck" to keep our campus beautiful 
so please plan for your whole family’s participation. Watch 

for upcoming details. 
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                       Brag Box 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are thankful for our oldest member of Brookville 
Church who turned 101 on February 11th.  Helen 

Thompson has lived a long and full life and continues 
to be loved by both her family and church 

family.  She had a full day on her birthday with a 

visit from her pastor, Rev. Vicky, her son-in-law, 
Hank Surig and her granddaughter Heather as well 

as her two great granddaughters, McKenna and 
Hannah.  In between visits The Bristal Assisted 

Living at Holstville, where she is currently living, 
threw her a beautiful party.  She was heard 

humming throughout her day and was reminded that 

she is truly loved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Brookville Reformed Church  

by shopping at smile.amazon.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787 

  

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1787
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The founder of the LGBT Network, David Kilmnick, PhD, MSW, President and CEO along with Lauren 

Corcoran-Doolin, Vice President for External Affairs will be attending and speaking at our event.  Check out 

their website at: www.lgbtnetwork.com 
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THE NEXT CHAPTER 

The royal and rugged path of life.   
 

Nancy's family had a penchant for 
keeping simple mementos of their 
lives from times before her own 
memory began. Her history starts with 
the arrival of a family named Ford on 
the good ship Fortune in 1621. There 
isn't anything I have unpacked that 

relates back to those first people and nothing about 
the families they left in England; the colonists had 
cut their ties. To the woman rather than to the men, 
goes much credit for their industry at home, with 
knitting, weaving and sewing clothing, each in their 
own time of history and style of clothing and they 
kept a part of their handiwork for us later 
generations.  
 
The idea to write this 'Next Chapter' came as I was 
emptying a chest while preparing to take it to our 
new home in Toms River, NJ. It is a beautiful 
Panamanian chest made of camphor wood and 
carved ornately in the Chinese fashion with 
serpentine dragon swirls and ferns, all popular in the 
early 1800s and passed on as a part of the family 
inheritance. The removable shelf inside the box has 
a camphor wood bottom the size of 24x36x1/4" - it is 
awesome to see such a large piece of lumber still 
intact and sound.  The camphor wood aroma was 
what preserved the fabrics in the chest, and would 
you believe this -- Nancy still detected the smell of 
the fumes and oils nearly 200 years later!  
 
Inside the chest were layers and layers of handmade 
garments, even a set for a handmade cloth doll (also 
included). When I saw several intricately crocheted 
dickies the unpacking work was stopped as I 
considered what I held.  In the 1800s many women 
made their own clothing and the blouses were often 
simple, but dickies were made to enhance plain 
clothing. I knew that I had seen them somewhere 
before. Ahah, it came to me. I had graduated from 
West Point and was courting Nancy as she finished 
her studies at Bucknell University; when I would see 
her in the winter she wore dickies as a collar over 
her sweaters. When I asked her about this she said 
they were popular back then at that school, but in 
her case she was avoiding irritation from the sweater 
fabric which was sandwiched 'tween the inner and 
outer part of the dickie collar.. 
 

Nancy and her mother are related to that Ford family 
who came on the ship Fortune, which was the 
second ship to arrive at the Plymouth colony one 
year behind the Mayflower. It arrived three weeks 
after the earlier Puritan settlers celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving. William Ford, his wife Martha and two 
children started their new life in this raw, hard land. 
About one hundred years later another group, the 
John Cunnabell family arrived in the Massachusetts 
Bay area creating their own future.  The two families 
connected when their descendants married, and 
Nancy was born into the family. Somehow she 
became the caretaker of the saved clothing and the 
camphor wood chest. 
 
Along the way of preparing this short essay, two 
things were evident, as they are on almost every 
occasion of these writings.  I find things to include 
that were unintended but seriously connected 
and I conjure many questions about related incidents 
such as - what navigation was involved for the 
second ship to actually find the Plymouth colony's 
location? Then, three weeks later it set out to return 
to England loaded with what? Something that was 
considered worth selling in England for the Colony's 
investors. Then I thought of the grueling cold when 
every piece of firewood had to be found, cut and 
brought to the fireplace. The fabric and yarn and 
thread used to make clothes had to come from 
England and be paid for. 
 
Today, the end of the fifth or sixth evening of writing, 
I was doing a little unpacking of boxes to cull out 
unwanted stuff.  I opened one old envelope, and, like 
the camphor wood incident, I stopped working.  I 
found a letter from the Magna Carta Dames written 
to Nancy's mother in early 1930s.  It listed Baron 
John DeLacie as one of the signers in 1215 and 
continued the list on for 25 generations to Nancy's 
Mom. 
 
Fifty years later (one generation) came the first of 
the John Cunnabell family. Nancy is the 
25th generation; our daughter Marie is the 
26th generation and her daughters are the 27th 
generation since 1215. 
 
Well that is all of the excitement I can stand for this 
Chapter. 
 

Branch Worsham                                     


