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Vision Statement
Through learning opportunities, essential 

partnerships, and occasional shared 
worship, our campus welcomes all who 
want to learn, question and grow, while 

making a positive and lasting impact in the 
community and world.

Mission
 To build a multifaith 
community of people 

from different faiths who 
connect to one another 

by embracing similarities 
while celebrating 

differences.

 Find a Place to Belong 
We invite you to discover a spiritual community 

made up of different religious groups. Together we 
promote cross cultural understanding, peace 

building, and a strong commitment to service. Each 
group maintains its own religious identity but fosters 
an open environment for learning, celebrating and 

honoring each distinct religion. 
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P.U.S.H.  
Has anyone ever told you to be 
careful what you pray for?  If you 
pray for patience God is going to 
give you many opportunities to 
practice it.  James chapter 5, verses 
7 and 8 of the New Testament says, 

“…See how farmers wait patiently for the autumn 
and spring rains.  You too be patient.” 

Both my parents grew up on farms and knew first 
hand what it meant for farmers to have patience. 
They could not control the seasons and had to 
wait until just the right time to plant their crops. 
Farmers have patience because they have to 
practice it every growing season. 

When we plant a seed, we cannot accelerate its 
growth process. Even if we water and fertilize the 
plant it will not grow any faster.  For the most part 
I love planting things from seed.   

Continued on page  3

Some thoughts from campus leaders

Rev. Vicky 
Eastland

Shabbat 
When most people think of holidays, 
they think of annual celebrations, 
but in Judaism there is one holiday 
that occurs every week -- the 
Sabbath. Known in Hebrew as 
Shabbat and in Yiddish as Shabbos, 
it begins at sundown on Friday and 

ends on Saturday evening with Havdalah, a short 
ceremony that separates Shabbat from the rest 
of the week. 
Inspired by the Torah’s story of G-d resting after 
creating the world (Genesis 2:1-3), Shabbat 
celebrates creation and offers a respite from the 
hectic pace of the rest of the week. Shabbat is a 
day of rest, and a day of pleasure and delight. 
Shabbat is a time that is set aside to take notice 
of the wonders around us.  Shabbat offers us a 
moment of quiet and serenity - a chance for 
peace with nature, with society, and with 
ourselves. 

Continued on page 4

When we decided to move to New Jersey there was some excitement building on each of the 
moving days.  There was excitement mixed into the mood of the packing and loading on Long 
Island. In New Jersey,  as the carpenter’s work progressed, the changes in the rooms were 

also exciting; our selections of paint colors, doors and hardware, even locations of the furniture all 
seemed to be rewards for our good taste and thoughtfulness. Moving away was going to be good.  But, 
there was a surprise that became more evident. Leaving the fifty-four year home of our family came with a 
poignant reminder of the passing of time.  In leaving the house we left a part of our souls behind and still 
have a bit of melancholy to overcome. 
*** 
 “Love doesn’t make the world go ‘round. Love is what makes the ride worthwhile.”     
       ~ Franklin Jones 1908-1980 Journalist    

This quip reminded me of the jacket our First Lady wore to Europe in June and then when she 
said,  “LOVE is a nice thing to bring from the United States.” 

Continued on page 11

Rabbi  
Stuart Paris, 

HaKohen

Branch 
Worsham

The Next Chapter

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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P.U.S.H.   ...continued from page 2


I love watching those seeds sprout and take root 
in the garden.  But when I first put seeds in the 
ground and then look on the package at how 
many days until harvest, I can’t believe how long I 
have to wait to eat the vegetables produced by 
those seeds.  Really, it is going to take 56 days 
until I will be able to eat that first tomato or 47 
days until I can pick the first cucumber? 


The patience James talked about in the above 
verses is linked to prayer.  It gives the message to 
not give up in praying for what we and others 
need.  It teaches us that patient endurance in 
prayer renders results.


How often in life do you give up on something 
when it becomes too hard?  When I was younger I 
was notorious for doing that.  Piano lessons felt 
too hard, so I quit. When I came to the point in 
ballet where I would have to start wearing toe 
shoes, I stopped because I thought it would be 
too hard, too painful.  When I didn’t understand 
classical Greek in college, I quit the class.  All the 
times I quit something because I didn’t want to 
push through were lost opportunities.  It is only the 
times when I didn’t give up that I grew, learned 
and became a stronger person.  


When I picked Greek back up in seminary I got an 
A in the class and I learned to love the language.  
When I wanted to drop out of seminary because it 
seemed too hard and I didn’t think I would pass 
my exegetical class, I pushed through.


We often approach prayer in much the same way; 
if we don’t see the results we are wanting we stop 
praying, we even begin to blame God for things.  

We think…I prayed for healing for my friend or 
relative and they died anyway, God must not care.  


Perseverance in prayer is the most necessary 
element in a practiced prayer life.  We often cry 
out to God and want to see immediate results.  Or 
we pray for something to happen and we miss 
God’s answer because we were looking in the 
wrong place.  We must have patience in prayer.  


We must PUSH.  This doesn’t mean that we push 
God, bully the Maker, beat up on God when God 
doesn’t do what we want.  No, PUSH stands for 
how we are to approach God in prayer.  We are to:


Pray 
Until 
Something 
Happens 

We push through prayer, we preserver in our 
prayers, we are consistent and persistent in prayer 
until we see results, until we see something 
happen.  


We need to understand that we can pray for 
something everyday for the rest of our life and not 
see results if we are looking in the wrong place.  If 
we are not open to God’s answer, we will miss it, 
overlook it or stubbornly even refuse the answer 
because it is not the one we wanted. To Pray Until 
Something Happens means to keep seeking God 
and God’s answers until we see something 
happen.  That something, might actually be a 
change in us; a change of heart or attitude; a 
change in our perspective or our acceptance of 
God’s answer.

  ~ Rev. Vicky

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Shabbat ...continued from page 2 

There are almost as many ways to observe 
Shabbat as there are Jewish people.  Each week, 
celebrating Shabbat is an opportunity for your 
family to reconnect, slow down after a busy week, 
and enjoy each other's company – and if one week 
doesn't work out as you’d hoped, another 
opportunity is only a few days away.  

Oneg:  Oneg means “pleasure,” and indeed, 
Oneg Shabbat is something we do to 
make Shabbat pleasurable.  When 
you sit down for your family meal on 
Friday night, ask each family member 
to tell you what would make a day 
feel special and pleasurable to them. 
You get a say, too. That’s your 
family’s personalized oneg list – the 
list that makes each Shabbat special.  
Kehillah:  A community – a kehillah – 
does more than lend its voices to 
yours.  A community supports you 
when you are mourning, notices when 
you are sick, and celebrates the ordinary and the 
extraordinary with you.   Starting in September, join 
Cantor Irene, Rabbi Scott, and me for Virtual 
Shabbat Services every other Friday night at 
7:00pm.   
Menuchah:  You know what they tell new parents: 
Nap when the baby naps. Easier said than done, 
though! One thing Shabbat is really good for 

is reminding us to slow down, to take time off from 
work, and to recharge our batteries – in other 
words – to rest (menuchah). What is restful? If you 
were to make two lists with your family – what feels 
like work, what feels like rest – what would be on 
the second list? How do you like to spend your free 
time? Take turns choosing activities that different 
members of your family enjoy. Turn off the screens 
- decide that today will be the day to do something 
fun together as a family. Go low tech, set down 
your phone and tablet and be present. Walk to the 

park. Have a backyard picnic. Read.  
And maybe, with practice, you’ll train 
your family to get in the mode 
of Shabbat menuchah.  
There is a miracle in Shabbat.  Even 
if you have never felt it yourself, it is 
there.  Shabbat is a reminder that 
takes us back to the beginning. It is a 
reunion with our inner selves; a return 
to the oneness our souls enjoyed with 
G-d. During the week we perceive the 
world in a subjective manner.  On 
Shabbat, we are allowed to enter G-

d’s reality and to see the world as a reflection of G-
d, a manifestation of G-d’s imaginative thoughts. 
G-d is the artist, the universe is G-d’s gallery, and 
on Shabbat this gallery is open to the public. 

Enter and Enjoy!  Shabbat Shalom!  

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris,	HaKohen

There are no Shabbat services scheduled for July or August

Our next services will be IN-PERSON at the New Synagogue of Long Island 
(at the Brookville Church) for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. 

Details will follow in August.

• Erev Rosh Hashanah - Monday evening, September 6th
• Rosh HaShanah - Tuesday, September 7th
• Kol Nidre – Wednesday evening, September 15th
• Yom Kippur - Thursday, September 16th

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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After 63 weeks of Zoom worship celebrations  
it is time to take a break 

We made it through the worst of the pandemic together  
and now we deserve some time to refresh and renew 

 You will still receive a weekly email with a devotion or inspirational video  
so watch your inbox

CHANGE in summer plans at Brookville Church

Enjoy your summer and see you in Sept.

There will be no worship services  
in July or August  

Our hybrid worship celebrations  
will resume on September 12th

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Our campus was featured in the LI Life section of Newsday 
on Sunday June 27th 

You can download a PDF on the campus website www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org or read 
the article on Newsday.com

Photo by Linda Rosier

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/religion/long-island-families-embrace-religious-diversity-1.50288865
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/religion/long-island-families-embrace-religious-diversity-1.50288865
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Congratulations to Hailey Schombs 
who graduated from middle school 
and will be attending John Glenn 
High School in the fall.

Rosie Mankes had her moving 
up ceremony!  She will enter 
3rd grade in intermediate 
school next year.

Graduations

Congratulations to  Iman Pirzada, 
granddaughter of Dr. Sultan and Safia 
Hameed, who graduated from The 
Wheatley School.

Congratulations to Cara 
Schombs who graduated 
from  Elwood/John Glenn 
High School as Summa 
Cum Laude. She will be 
attending SUNY New Paltz 
in the fall and majoring in 
Biology.

Congratulations to Maddy Cirker 
who graduated from Schrieber 
High School on June 24th and is 
biking across the country this 
summer. She will attend Elon 
University in the fall.

Congratulations to Sarah 
Worsham, who graduated from 
Stony Brook University with a 
degree in Engineering.

🎉 🎉 🎉 🎉

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Congratulations to Melissa and Paul Libertini on 
the Baptism of their son, Anderson Holding 
Libertini on Sunday June 27, 2021 at Brookville 
Church's outdoor hybrid Worship Celebration.  
Anderson joins his big sister, Carter who was 
Baptized at Brookville Church on August 12, 
2018.  Welcome to the family of God, Anderson!

Family and Life Events

Congratulations to Heather and Alex Ferguson in the 
Christian Dedication and Baby Naming Ceremony for 
their daughter, Arya on June 6, 2021 at their home.  
Arya's big sister, Shea was also dedicated and received 
her Hebrew name by Rev. Vicky and Cantor Irene in 
2019 on our multifaith campus.  May both Arya and 
Shea grow up to know God's love for them as they are 
blessed to be raised in a two-faith home.

The extended Worsham family gathered for a reunion on Memorial Day.

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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USRowing 2021 Youth National Regatta  
Congratulations to Friends of Port Rowing, 

Gabe Cirker (far right) and fellow crew 
members for their Silver Medal, making them 

2nd best in the nation!

Grace and 
Georgia
Leppard 

have been 
playing 

lacrosse 
on club and 
travel teams

Dan Bilawsky and Ian 
Schombs will be back 

playing with the 
Huntington 

Community Band on 
Wednesday nights in 

Heckscher Park in 
Huntington. 

Bring your lawn chair 
and come for a 
performance!

Click here to see the 
band’s schedule of 

free concerts

Danny Mankes had his first-ever live 
performance as a member of a rock band at a 
Patchogue music venue. Here's to many more 

to come!

Sports and Music Performers

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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  Muslim Reform Movement Organization 
Quran Study by Zoom  

Every Sunday  2:30 - 4:30 p.m.  
All are welcome!  

To be invited to the meeting, please send an email to 
mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reformed Jumua prayer in Person 

at the Brookville Multifaith Campus 
2 Brookville Rd. Glen Head, NY 11545 

Every Friday  
The Khutba is at 1:10 PM 

 and the prayer (salat) begins at 1:30 PM. 

The khutba is in English.  
In the prayer the Arabic recitation is followed  

by its English translation. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hosted by: Dr. Sultan Abdulhameed,  
author of “The Quran & the Life of Excellence”

Planning for the fall at the Interfaith 
Community of Long Island 

Plans are coming together for Jewish/Christian  
classes to resume in the fall for ages 3-14 

Check out the Interfaith Community of Long Island Facebook page or   
Instagram page or email Allison@interfaithli.org to keep informed.    
     

mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
mailto:muslimreform@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli
mailto:Allison@interfaithli.org
https://www.facebook.com/ifcli
mailto:Allison@interfaithli.org
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The Next Chapter  
...continued from page 2 

Prayers and worship are ours – from the Prophets in 
the Old Testament with their prophecies; from the 
Apostles and Disciples in the New Testament and 
what they witnessed with Jesus, we have a basis for 
our faith. Our Christian beginnings go along with our 
Jewish and Muslim friends who have their own 
precedents; we all receive hope and peace from 
prayer and worship of the same God.   
*** 
Humans can make bright tracks called Glory. We can 
also breathe the fresh air of Heaven. 
***  
Midway into Covid-19 I heard the new word – 
Blursday. The explanation was, “If it feels like all your 
internal clocks are melting as your stay-at-home days 
drone on, you are not alone." And quarantine is 
worse.  Researchers say that people in various levels 
of COVID-19 lockdown around the world are reporting 
a distorted sense of time. 

I have a business friend in England who admits he 
has lost track of any current time. He cannot go to the 
office so his work is all botched up.  The general idea 
is that people take certain events during the week that 
are cyclical, let’s say Sunday church, and they anchor 
themselves to it, and the farther you get out from that 
anchor, the harder it is to tell what day it is. When you 
stay at home all the time, weekends don’t exist 
anymore. However we may be coming to the end of 
life for the word blursday.  Having the vaccinations are 
a relief to Nancy and me – safe at last. 
*** 
We rely on the future to be a continuation of the past 
lest God intervenes. The horizons of youth are under 
the eyes of Heaven.  
***  
Classical music is a pleasure to my ears and 
astonishment to my mind.  While the Bible refers to 
music in the Old Testament none of it survived by the 
time any churches were formed. The Classical Music 
period started in 1750 and that is the time that the 
genius of musicians became prominent.  There are 
few of us now who God has fitted with the priceless 
gift of genius and there were fewer people in 1750 
from whom to find such musical genius.  And yet, in 
our time there are more geniuses of all genre making 
our world sing with its many voices. 
*** 
“How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you 
were?”  ~ Satchel Paige 

A SHORT STORY ABOUT HOW TO USE THE 
WORD -  GOT 
“Louise!” called the mother to the maid, “why do you 
cross that child?  Let him have what he wants.”  Then, 
upon a more piercing scream, “Louise, do you hear 
me?   Let him have it, I say!” “It” proved to be a live 
wasp.  “He’s got it, ma’am,” answered with perfect 
propriety the sorely tried Louise.  Got  is properly 
used in the sense of acquired, procured, and the like, 
b u t i m p r o p e r l y u s e d t o e x p r e s s m e r e 
possession.  When one has been seeking to get 
something,   

We properly say: He has got it.”  The dog has got the 
rabbit he has been chasing.  He has ears and tail 
which he has had no part in getting.  This is taken 
from a small book titled  Better Say  printed in 1907 
by Funk & Wagnalls.  Or is it better to say--- This was 
taken? 
*** 
It is possible that in my time as your correspondent I 
may, with some readers, run the risk of forfeiting a 
portion of that good opinion which has been so kindly 
and so liberally extended to me. There may be those 
who will think that I might have better employed 
myself in attending to things more pragmatic and 
better adapted to my years. Perhaps sharing these 
thoughts will show my old man’s thoughts.  

Most people think that their trials are at least equal to 
those of their neighbors.  Though the hair on my head 
is thinning, and the furrows of time are on my brow 
and countenance, I have thought before now that I 
have had my share of troubles. However, having been 
blessed with these many years, my mercies have 
been greater than expected and now I am aware of 
how I have come to receive them.   

Seldom do I pass any day without a hallelujah on my 
lips or in my heart. Daily I am made aware of the 
people who have passed on due to Covid-19 or 
simply old age and wonder at their loss and the 
connecting grief of their families.  Death, at my age, is 
ever real and possible, but I have persuaded myself 
that the cheerful tales and writings of a friendly old 
man, about those sometimes interesting subjects, will 
not be altogether unwelcome.  I am uplifted to awaken 
each morning to the blessings of the day, when the 
doors of my ears are unlocked and the shades over 
my eyes are lifted and Father Time bids me to come 
forth again. I look forward to the following 
years                                                                         
   ~ Branch Worsham 

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Support  Brookville Reformed Church 
by shopping at smile.amazon.com

Key:
Brookville Church Brookville Multifaith 

Campus Gatherings
General Events Iranian American Society

Muslim Reform 
Movement

New Synagogue of Long 
Island

Interfaith Community

Upcoming Campus events  
(see more at brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/calendar)

JULY 2021
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2 
Friday Prayer, 
FH 1:00pm - 
2:00pm

3 
Saturday Night 
Live AA meeting 
9:00pm

4           Independence Day 

Online Quran Study--Muslim 
Reform Movement 
Organization 2:30pm - 4:30pm

5 6 7 8 9 

Friday Prayer, 
FH 1:00pm - 
2:00pm

10 
Saturday Night 
Live AA meeting 
9:00pm 

11 

Online Quran Study--Muslim 
Reform Movement 
Organization 2:30pm - 4:30pm

12 13 
Village Court 
5:00 - 8:00 
pm

14 15 16 
Friday Prayer, 
FH 1:00pm - 
2:00pm 

Bingo Night 
8:00-10:00 pm

17 Erev Tisha B’Av 

Saturday Night 
Live AA meeting 
9:00pm 

18                Tisha B’Av  
Online Quran Study--Muslim 
Reform Movement 
Organization 2:30pm - 4:30pm

19 20 Eid al-
Adha

21 22 23 
Friday Prayer, 
FH 1:00pm - 
2:00pm 

24 
Saturday Night 
Live AA meeting 
9:00pm 

25 

Online Quran Study--Muslim 
Reform Movement 
Organization 2:30pm - 4:30pm

26 27 28 29 30 31

http://brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/calendar
http://smile.amazon.com
http://brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/calendar
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
http://smile.amazon.com
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